REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 2, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 18, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD JANUARY 18, 2011, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 22, 2011, EMS MEETING HELD MARCH 24, 2011, AND DDA MEETING HELD MARCH 29, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PARADE REQUEST FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 103 TO HOLD THE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE ON MAY 30, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the 2011/2012 budget at 6:05 p.m.  No one present wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:07 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-07


WHEREAS, the City Charter of the City of West Branch states that “the Council shall, by resolution, adopt the budget for the next fiscal year and shall, in such resolution, appropriate the money required for such budget and provide for a levy of the amount necessary to be raised by taxes upon real and personal property for municipal purposes.”


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the budget for the City fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011 as recommended by the City Manager and as adopted by the City Council, as described in the summary as follows:







REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

GENERAL FUND



   1,510,000

        1,510,000

be and the same is hereby adopted, and the amount therein provided as recommended; appropriations are hereby appropriated according to the departmental total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in order to carry out the provisions of the above described budget, the current tax rate shall be applied to the completed assessment roll taxable valuation of sixty-six million seven hundred twenty-one thousand five hundred six dollars ($66,721,506) as required by Michigan Constitution.

TOTAL CITY TAX LEVY FOR GENERAL FUND PURPOSES

July 1, 2011 11.89 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value for General Operating, and tax levy of 2.9105 per $1,000.00 for Refuse Collection

CITY TAX LEVY FOR THE DDA DISTRICT ONLY

July 1, 2011 1.542 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value levied on the property in the DDA District

and, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to adopt the following budgets:

INDEPENDENT REVENUE FUNDS

Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund




$  23,000

Major Street







$100,000
Local Street







$  50,000

Cemetery







$  29,000

DDA Operating Fund





$  46,000

Industrial Park Fund





$  42,000

Housing Resource Fund





$  71,000

Senior Center Operating





$    9,000

Senior Center Debt Fund





$  41,500

Sewer Debt Fund






$385,000

Water Debt Fund






$  75,000

Plant Replacement Fund





$  16,000

Sewer Fund







$476,000

Water Fund







$142,000

Water Replacement Fund





$  11,000

Sewer Collection






$  60,000

Equipment Fund






$196,000

and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is allowed to exceed any line item or department summation within any specific department or fund including both revenues and expenditures providing that the total end of the year expenditures for any fund does not exceed the original appropriation.  A council resolution is required to appropriate additional amounts to any expenditure fund total, however, no resolution is required to exceed any revenue fund total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amounts listed in the budget document for each line item department and fund under “Amended” are formal budget adjustments to the 2010-11 FY budget of the City of West Branch.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Alyson Wood was present to request that the Council approve a fun run/walk on July 2, 2011.  She stated the event would start at the pavilion off of S. Burgess St. and would take the course into the Industrial Park as it has in the past.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE FUN RUN/WALK ON JULY 2, 2011 AS REQUESTED BY ALYSON WOOD.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported on the Hospital Board meeting he had attended on April 25.  For the record, he stated that Ms. Fagerlie did not petition the Hospital Board to speak but asked if there was public comment.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $36,222.49.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS. TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE 11-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE IX OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §94.20 WIDTH OF SIDEWALKS

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  Subsection 94.20 Width of Sidewalks is hereby amended as follows:

§ 94.20 WIDTH OF SIDEWALKS. 
(A) All sidewalks in the City shall be of the width as herein provided:

 (1) On Houghton Avenue from First Street to Fifth Street, 16 feet, however, the City Manager may approve sidewalk width of less than 16 feet if the length of said reconstruction is such that lesser widths would be more in keeping with the natural symmetry of existing sidewalks. 
(2) On Houghton Avenue from Fifth Street west to City limits, eight feet, however, the City Manager may approve sidewalk width of less than eight feet if the length of said reconstruction is such that lesser widths would be more in keeping with the natural symmetry of existing sidewalks. 
(3) On Fourth Street, one block north and one block south of Houghton Avenue, eight feet, however, the City Manager may approve sidewalk width of less than eight feet if the length of said reconstruction is such that lesser widths would be more in keeping with the natural symmetry of existing sidewalks. 
(4) On Fifth and Seventh Streets, one block north and one block south of Houghton Avenue; on Second, Third, Sixth and Eighth Street, one block north and one block south of Houghton Avenue; on First Street from Houghton Avenue north to State Street; on State Street, six feet, however, the City Manager may approve sidewalk width of less than six feet if the length of said reconstruction is such that lesser widths would be more in keeping with the natural symmetry of existing sidewalks.  
(B) On all other avenues, streets and alleys, five feet, however, the City Manager must approve all sidewalk reconstruction plans and may approve sidewalk width of less than five feet if the length of said reconstruction is such that lesser widths would be more in keeping with the natural symmetry of existing sidewalks.

SECTION 3:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5:  Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BROOKSIDE CEMETERY DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZE MAY & ASSOCIATES TO ENGINEER THIS PROJECT AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $2,850.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Larry Fox, C2AE, was present to review the 2011 Infrastructure bids as follows:

1. Sterling Excavation, West Branch, MI


$1,080,388.60

2.  Rhode Brothers, Saginaw, MI



$1,132,146.00

3.  Tri-City Groundbreakers, Midland, MI


$1,148,969.38

4.  Bilacic Trucking, Inc., AuGres, MI


$1,269,098.50

Mayor Thompson stressed the desire that the contractor use local subcontractors.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AWARD THE BID FOR THE 2011 INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT TO STERLING EXCAVATION AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $1,080,388.60.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that one person bid on the two scales that the City is selling.  The bidder was Jeff Brindley for $40 per scale.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AWARD THE HOWE RICHARDSON PLATFORM SCALE BID TO JEFF BRINDLEY FOR $40 AND TO AWARD THE FAIRBANKS PLATFORM SCALE BID TO JEFF BRINDLEY FOR $40.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger, Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the engineering services.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO CONTINUE ENGINEERING SERVICES WITH C2AE FOR ONE YEAR AND REEVALUATE THE PROCESS AT THAT TIME.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 P.M.
