SPECIAL MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance

Mayor Thompson stated the purpose of the meeting is to consider whether the City should submit a COPS grant application.

Discussion was held on the cost to the City since the returning officer does not make entry-level wage.  It was noted that it would cost the City $7,260 per year.  It was noted that the grant is for three years; however, the City is required to retain the officer for one year after the grant at the City’s expense.  The cost for the fourth year would be $75,000 to $80,000.  Council Members voiced concern about the economic condition of General Fund and its ability to absorb these costs.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO WITHHOLD SUBMISSION OF THE COPS GRANT APPLICATION DUE TO THE COST TO GENERAL FUND.

Yes – Ehinger, Lucas, Schaiberger, and Thompson

No – Ervans, Frechette, and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:35 P.M.

