REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 3, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors application from Waynette Hamilton.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS & SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM WAYNETTE HAMILTON TO SELL ICE CREAM PRODUCTS FOR ONE YEAR STARTING IN MAY, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 19, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHUBERT, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD JANUARY 19, 2010, DDA MEETING HELD MARCH 2, 2010, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 23, 2010, AND WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD APRIL 22, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the 2010/2011 budget at 7:05 p.m.  Dave Lucas, 311 State St., stated he agreed with the proposed budget to lay off a police officer.  He stated that it is his opinion that there are too many police officers for the size of our City.  Manager Youatt noted that the proposed budget also calls for a wage freeze and does not raise the millage.

Denise Lawrence, 328 N. Sixth St., asked when the City Attorney contract was up.  Manager Youatt stated that the current contract is good until June 30, 2010.

Anthony Wirth, 134 S. Sixth St., stated that he does not agree with laying off a police officer.  He stated that one reason he bought in the City was because of the adequate police protection.  He further stated that he understands there is a grant for the riverwalk and he would rather see the money spent to retain a police officer than go toward the expansion of the riverwalk.  Discussion was held on the number of police officers employed by the City, how and if the County Sheriff Department or State Police could help with coverage.  Council Member Frechette stated that the County Sheriff Department and the State Police do cover the City when there are no City Officers on duty; however, the response time is greatly reduced depending on where the cars are in the County.  He also noted a change in the crime trend.

Mayor Thompson stated that the funds are just not available to balance the budget and stated he feels we should look at cutbacks City wide.

Discussion was held concerning the riverwalk and the fund that would finance the project.  Council Member Showalter stated that if the riverwalk funds were used to support General Fund it would fix the problem for a short while but does not fix the core problem.  Mayor Thompson stated that if we have a wage freeze we should also have a spending freeze.  Council Member Lucas stated we need to maximize what we can do with the Economic Advancement Fund and fix up existing infrastructure.  Council Member Schaiberger noted that when the application went in for the riverwalk we did not have the budget document developed yet.  He further noted that if the grant is approved we have the option to either accept it or turn it down.

Pete Fabbri, 224 W. Houghton Ave., stated the riverwalk is an investment in our future and he feels it is worthwhile; however, as a concerned business owner he is not in favor of a lay off in the Police Department. 

No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:35 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Bill Jennings, West Branch District Library representative, addressed the Council concerning the Library’s building and land.  He stated that the land belongs to the City, the west half of the building was constructed when the Library was a City Library, and the east half of the building was constructed when the Library was a District Library.  He stated that the Library Board would like to see the City deed the land and building to the District Library.  Council Member Frechette questioned the clause in the deed that would allow the City the right of first refusal if the Library would ever vacate this building.  He stated that he does not feel the City should have to purchase the land or the east half of the building back from the District Library.  Manager Youatt stated he would work with our Attorney and the Library Board to come up with adequate wording.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Amanda Poynter, C2ae representative, was present to review the proposal for design and construction phase engineering services for 2010 street reconstruction.  She stated that this project would redo S. Eighth St. from Houghton to Wright, N. Fifth St. from Houghton to the river, and it would loop the dead end water mains on S. Eighth St. and S. Seventh St.  She noted that the total cost of the project would be $490,000.  Manager Youatt stated that half of the funding would come from the Water Replacement Fund and the other half of the funding would be split equally between the Economic Advancement Fund and the Major Street Fund.  Mayor Thompson stated he feels we owe the residents the looping project but does not feel this is the time to spend money when we have wage freezes and a lay off in sight.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE WATER MAIN LOOPING PROJECT ON S. EIGHTH ST. AND S. SEVENTH ST. 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Kathy Adair, Ogemaw County EDC Director, came before the Council to ask for their support on the Michigan Main Street Program.  She distributed information pertaining to this program.  Pete Fabbri, Silver Lining, and Joe Clark, Morse Clark Furniture, were also present in support of this program.  Ms. Adair stated that the first part of this program is fact gathering and training.  She further stated that other than mileage to seminars there is no cost for Phase I of the program.  Mr. Clark stated that Phase I does involve training to see how the funds can become available.  Manager Youatt noted that after the first phase it is up to the community to decide whether they want to move to the next phase.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-06


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council is aware of the Michigan Main Street Program, and


WHEREAS, after a presentation on the Michigan Main Street Program it is the understanding that a core group of volunteers desire to apply for the Associate Level Michigan Main Street program, and


WHEREAS, it is the understanding that the Associate Level will provide our community with a basic understanding and knowledge of the Main Street Four-Point Approach® as well as benefits and requirements of the Michigan Main Street program in order to prepare the community for the Selected Level,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby support the pursuit of the Associate Level Michigan Main Street program, and


FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby give their cooperation to the Michigan Main Street program applicants.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS Authority would be starting union negotiations on May 19.

Mayor Thompson voiced his disappointment in the West Branch Regional Medical Center Board of Trustees who abstained from voting on the issue of closing the OB Department.

Manager Youatt reminded the Council of the MML seminar on June 4.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $57,881.21.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ACCEPT THE OFFER OF 85,000 ON THE HOUSE AT 217 N. BURGESS ST. WITH ATTORNEY REVIEW, PENDING FINANCING, AND AUTHORIZING HOUSING DIRECTOR ALLEY TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THE SALE OF THIS HOUSE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held concerning the request from the owner of Wash It LLC for consideration of a reduction in his sewer bill.  Manager Youatt reported that industry standards on a car wash indicate that 14-20% of the water is lost in over spray.  

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO DIRECT STAFF TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE GIVING A CAR WASH THE SAME 5% DISCOUNT AS LAUNDROMATS.

Yes – Lucas

No – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

Motion did not carry.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADJOURN AT 8:20 P.M.

