REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 6, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, DPW Superintendent Dennis Jameson, WWTP Superintendent Dan Robb, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 15, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT BOARD MEETING HELD JANUARY 15, 2013; DDA MEETING HELD APRIL 2, 2013; WELLHEAD PROTECTION PROGRAM THIRD QUARTER TEAM MEETING HELD APRIL 22, 2013; AND THE APRIL POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from Mandi Powell, owner of 321 N. Fourth St., to prorate the flat rate fee due to the fact that the water was on for only 20 days.  Discussion was held on the one-time reduction and the impact prorating would have on the various funds.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO DENY THE REQUEST FROM MANDI POWELL, 321 N. FOURTH ST., TO PRORATE THE FLAT RATE CHARGE FOR WATER/SEWER.

Yes – Ehinger, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Lawrence

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME REDUCTION TO JACQUOLINE WEILER, 128 S SECOND ST, TO REFLECT A 10,000 GALLON USAGE DUE TO A LEAKY TOILET.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the 2013/2014 budget at 6:10 p.m.  No one present wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:11 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Brenda Simmons was present to address the Council on feral cats.  She reviewed the process for controlling the population.  Council Member Ervans voiced concern about the number of feral cats and how the colonies could be eliminated.  Ms. Simmons noted that the colonies she is involved with in the City have not increased in number and one has actually decreased in number.  Council Member Lucas stated that he is concerned about people dropping off unwanted cats at the colonies.  Ms. Simmons stated that the cats in the colonies are very territorial and do not let other cats in.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated that the trees in the downtown are beautiful.

Council Member Lucas reported that the construction of the EMS building is coming along nicely.  He noted that they are looking at options for run off from the steel roof.

Council Member Lawrence stated that a resident on N. Fifth St. had a problem with his water and he thanked DPW Superintendent Jameson for his professional help.

Council Member Lawrence stated that a resident at 611 W. Houghton Ave. had some concerns about continuing his hobby.  Manager Youatt will check into this further.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter stated he feels we should lower the rates to rent the Community Center to make the building more competitive.  Discussion was held on advertising.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SET THE RENTAL RATES AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER TO $75 FOR A FULL DAY RENTAL AND $45 FOR A HALF DAY RENTAL WITH THESE RATES APPLYING TO ALL PEOPLE AND/OR ORGANIZATIONS WITH MAY 1, 2013 BEING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS CHANGE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger stated he had a friend that was very impressed with Iron’s Park.

Council Member Ervans stated he feels the new plants along Houghton Ave. will be wonderful.  He also voiced concern about a vehicle that was parking on the sidewalk in the downtown area.

Discussion was held on the number of signs one business should have.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT DENISE LAWRENCE TO THE 911 ADVISORY BOARD.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Chief Williams reported on business and residential buildings check and the bike safety program.  Council Member Ervans asked if the helmets for the bike safety program could be purchased locally.  Chief Williams stated he would check.

DPW Superintendent Jameson reported on tree guards, flags, planter pads, metal roof for covered bridge, tile in park, tennis courts, Ft. Austin improvements, LED traffic control devices, Community Center floors, rain gardens, picnic tables, Village of Roscommon help, and the thank you from Retail Merchants.  Council Member Ervans questioned the method of used to pick up leaves.  DPW Superintendent Jameson explained that the way they did it is the most cost effective.

WWTP Superintendent Dan Robb reported on the underground storage tank, the above ground storage tank, lab work for neighboring communities, internet provider, new DEQ regulator, changing from a Class C plant to a Class B plant, annual mercury report, and the effectiveness of the plant during the heavy flow season.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $103,267.99.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the request to change the cemetery policy to address shepherd’s hooks and removal of items from the gravesites.  It was the consensus to place the shepherd’s hooks next to the headstones for the winter season.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO CHANGE 5E OF THE CEMETERY POLICY TO READ:

THE DPW SUPERINTENDENT WILL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO REMOVE ANY OR ALL FLORAL DESIGNS, FLOWERS, WEEDS, TREES, SHRUBS, PLANTS OR HERBAGE OF ANY KIND FROM THE CEMETERY AS SOON AS, IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE DPW SUPERINTENDENT, THEY BECOME UNSIGHTLY, DANGEROUS, DETRIMENTAL OR DISEASED, OR WHEN THEY DO NOT CONFORM TO THE STANDARDS MAINTAINED.  ANY ITEM REMOVED WILL BE MARKED AND STORED IN THE CHAPEL.  ANY ITEM NOT CLAIMED WILL BE DISPOSED OF ONE YEAR AFTER REMOVAL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE OGEMAW COUNTY 911 SERVICE PLAN.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None 

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the water/sewer rates.  Council Members Showalter and Schaiberger stated that they feel the rates should be approved to fix the problem now and into the future.  Mayor Thompson voiced concern about where we will be in the future and the impact this would have on the people.  Council Member Ervans stated he feels that by passing the increase on to the customer that the Council is not taking responsibility for the shortfall.  WWTP Superintendent Robb addressed a question regarding staffing at the plant.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-09

WATER AND SEWER RATES


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council is authorized by Ordinance to set water and sewer rates by resolution, and


WHEREAS, the rates are established to cover all financial obligations of the water system and the sewer system, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council and staff have performed an in depth review of the rate structures;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby sets rates for the water and sewer systems as follows:


Water O & M 

1. First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $16.00

2. Over 10,000 gallons $1.60/thousand

Water Debt

1. $1.30/thousand gallons

Sewer O & M

1. First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $40.50

2. Over 10,000 gallons $4.05/thousand

Sewer Collection

1. First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $6.00

2. Over 10,000 gallons $.60/thousand

Sewer Replacement & Improvement

1. First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $.80

2. Over 10,000 gallons $.08/thousand

Sewer Debt

1. $5.57/thousand gallons

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that in order to maintain financial stability in the water and sewer funds the West Branch City Council hereby establishes a 1% increase annually on October 1 for the Water O & M rates, Sewer O & M rates, Sewer Collection rates, Sewer Replacement & Improvement rates.
Yes – Ehinger, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Thompson

Motion failed

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the mowing bids as follows:

1.  TNT Clean Sweep, West Branch


5” and under
$32.50/lot









6” – 8”

$37.50/lot









9”-12”

$50.00









12”+

$65.00

2.  Myles Above Landscaping, Prescott

$30/each 66 x 132 lot

3.  GH Lawn Care, West Branch


$20/lot/mow

5.  Jay’s Lawn Care, Bentley



$40/lot

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO AWARD THE MOWING SERVICE BID TO GH LAWN CARE IN THE AMOUNT OF $20 PER LOT PER MOWING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on the 911 surcharge fee, 911 consolidation, PA 511 program, jury commission appointment, STING meeting, and the drug take back program.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO ADJOURN AT 8:14 P.M.

