REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 7, 2012

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Kim Ervans

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 16, 2012 AND SPECIAL MEETING HELD APRIL 23, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD JANUARY 17, 2012; WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 27, 2012; PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 13, 2012; EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD MARCH 15, 2012; AIRPORT BOARD MEETING HELD MARCH 21, 2012; DDA MEETING HELD MARCH 28, 2012; WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD APRIL 26, 2012; APRIL POLICE REPORT AND THE STING QUARTERLY REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE PARADE REQUEST FROM AMERICAN LEGION POST 103 FOR MONDAY, MAY 28, 2012 BEGINNING AT 11:00 A.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the 2012/2013 budget at 6:07 p.m.  No one in the audience or the Council wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:08 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri, owner of The Silver Lining at 224 W. Houghton Ave., came before Council to discuss the expansion of his business to include wine tasting.  He presented Council with a form from the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.  Discussion followed on the process through the Liquor Control Commission.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE WINE TASTING ROOM AT 224 W. HOUGHTON AVE. PENDING AN INVESTIGATION BY CHIEF WILLIAMS.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jason Nuttall, owner of Nuttall Art Studio at 301 W. Houghton Ave., was present to ask permission to host a CosPlay on July 7, 2012.  Mr. Nuttall explained that CosPlay is short for an interactive “costume play”.  He stated his idea is that it will take place in the downtown area.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM JASON NUTTALL TO CONDUCT A COSPLAY IN THE DOWNTOWN ON JULY 7, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jeff Keister, STING representative, was present to make Council aware of the cuts in federal grant funding and what they are doing to keep costs down.  He also informed Council of the success the STING unit has in their multi-county territory.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAY 21, 2012 AT 6:05 P.M. TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE CLOSE OUT OF THE 2011 INFRASTRUCTURE CDBG GRANT.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported a consistent problem he has experienced with the City’s Website.

Council Member Schaiberger reported on the Hospital Board meeting.  Discussion was held on the process and the Council’s roll. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO REAPPOINT COUNCIL MEMBER LUCAS TO THE EMS AUTHORITY.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS Authority is reviewing their by-laws.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Reetz reported on STING funding, MSU presentation, jail, Register of Deeds, legislative meeting, and the Create Jobs in NE Michigan program.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $110,669.26.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 12-08

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the transferring of 25% of the Act 51 money from Major Street to Local Street.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT FOR WELLHEAD PROTECTION PROGRAM PLAN SERVICES WITH MICHIGAN RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,100 PENDING GRANT APPROVAL AND AUTHORIZING CLERK TENNANT TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the sale of the loader as follows:

1.  Illig Dairy






$12,651.00

2.  Reid Morrison





$10,502.00

3.  Victor Sedor





$11,252.02

4.  E & D Excavating





$13,000.00

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AWARD THE BID ON THE SALE OF THE LOADER TO E & D EXCAVATING IN THE AMOUNT OF $13,000.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *


Council reviewed the striping bids as follows:


1.  Asphalt Bituminous Concrete (ABC), Saginaw

$1,375.00


2.  Horizon Seal Coating, West Branch


$2,659.80


3.  DeMatio Sealcoating, West Branch


$3,000.00

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AWARD THE STRIPING BID TO HORIZON SEAL COATING IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,659.80.

Yes – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Deb Heisler reported that there are 8 girls signed up for the Miss Victorian Scholarship Program this year.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO ADJOURN AT 7:10 P.M.

