REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 09-27


WHEREAS, the proceeds of the sale of Maplewood Manor were deposited into Fund 204, and


WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Council to transfer some of those proceeds to Fund 276,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the 2009/2010 budget as follows:

Fund 204









Budget
Amended


Carry Over





802,863
702,863

Expenditures:


Transfer to Fund 276 Housing Resource
     
     0

100,000

Fund 276


Carry Over





89,045

189,045

Revenue:


Trans from Fund 204 Economic Advancement
     0

100,000

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that the residents have experienced several disruptions in the water system and have had to deal with poor quality water.  He stated that because of these conditions the residents have had to let their water run and he further stated that he would recommend that the Council give a 2,000-gallon credit to all City water customers.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO GIVE CITY WATER CUSTOMERS A 2,000 GALLON CREDIT ON THEIR NEXT WATER BILL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 2, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES FROM THE WEST BRANCH AREA RETAIL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 10, 2009, WEST BRANCH AREA WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETINGS HELD OCTOBER 1, 2009 AND OCTOBER 29, 2009, IDC MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 10, 2009, OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE OCTOBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Gay McInerney, Executive Director of the Ogemaw County Genealogical & Historical Society, gave an update on the Phase I projects.  She asked for Council’s continued financial support.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE OGEMAW COUNTY GENEALOGICAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,300.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Michael Schweder, owner of West Branch Cleaners, we present to request relief on the new water and sewer rates which will take his quarterly bill from $1,640 to $3,700.  He stated that if some kind of relief is not given soon he would close his doors for good on December 24.  Council Members listened to Mr. Schweder’s concerns and stated that they will look into this to see if something can be done.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson presented Gene Seidl with a proclamation recognizing him for his athletic and academic career.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO EXCUSE CHAD LUCAS FROM THIS MEETING BECAUSE HE IS OUT OF TOWN.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPOINT MICHAEL JACKSON TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION, TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported that he had enrolled in the Elected Officials Academy offered by the Michigan Municipal League.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $424,685.22.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #09-26


WHEREAS, Section 13(9) of Act 51, Public Acts of 1951 provides that each incorporated city and village to which funds are returned under the provisions of this section, that, “the responsibility for street improvements, maintenance, and traffic operations work, and the development, construction, or repair of off-street parking facilities and construction or repair of street lighting shall be coordinated by a single administrator to be designated by the governing body who shall be responsible for and shall represent the municipality in transactions with the State Transportation Department pursuant to this act.”


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Honorable Body designate Thomas Youatt as the single Street Administrator for the City of West Branch in all transactions with the State Transportation Department as provided in Section 13 of the Act.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MERS BENEFIT E PROGRAM FOR ELIGIBLE RETIREES.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Tiffany, Wilcox Engineering representative, reviewed the change order for the new water main in the alley between N. Fourth St. and N. Fifth St.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #1 ON THE WATER PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $41,310.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger asked if the 10-year Infrastructure Plan would allow flexibility and he asked if Council would be made aware of the projects being planned.  Manager Youatt explained that the Plan is flexible and that Council would approve all projects before they are started.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE 10-YEAR INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:05 P.M.

______________________________

______________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor



Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  December 7, 2009
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