REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger (arrived at 6:05 p.m.), and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, DDA Chairman Tom Damoth, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 5, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 9, 2012, THE OCTOBER POLICE REPORT, AND THE OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO GRANT THE ONE-TIME WATER REDUCTION REQUEST FOR 317 S BURGESS ST TO REFLECT A 9,000 GALLON USAGE FOR THE QUARTERS ENDING JUNE 30, 2012 AND SEPTEMBER 30, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO SPONSOR A PAGE IN THE “OGEMAW COUNTY HISTORICAL REVIEW” AT A COST OF $25.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson read the letter from Branham’s Jewelry thanking the Police Department for their premise checks.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger arrived at 6:05 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Tom Damoth, DDA Chairman, gave a presentation on the Shopping Guide that the DDA is working on producing.  Discussion was held on other ideas to promote and entice people to the downtown.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Marcia Young and Ken Neubecker were present to request the use of Iron’s Park for the Victorian Art Fair to be held August 10 and 11, 2013.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION THE USE OF IRON’S PARK FOR THE VICTORIAN ART FAIR TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 10 AND 11, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None




Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS Authority broke ground for their new building.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lawrence stated that the owner of Sara’s Scrubs would like to sell her product line at West Branch Regional Medical Center; however, the sale date has been granted to an out-of-town company.  Council Member Schaiberger was asked to check with Hospital Administration and give a report at the next meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger reminded Council of the Shine On Awards to be held December 6 and that his grandfather will be honored at this event.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that he would attend a meeting on December 4 to learn more about some DEQ grants.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $194,824.21.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PAY INCREASE FOR ELECTION INSPECTORS/CHAIRPERSONS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY MANAGER AND TO APPROVE THE ONE-TIME PAYMENT FOR ALL FULL-TIME NON-UNION AND PERMANENT YEAR-ROUND PART-TIME EMPLOYEES AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY MANAGER.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 12-20


WHEREAS, staff compares, on a monthly basis, the year to date actual with the budgeted amount of all revenues and expenditures; and

WHEREAS, during this review it was determined that Fund 276 Housing Resource needs to be adjusted for an increase in contractual services due to the completion of the house at 251 N. Burgess St., and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditures in the Housing Resource Fund will be offset by the increase in revenue, and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 276 Housing Resource as follows:








Budget

Amended

Revenue

634.400 Grant




71,000


  97,500

638.400 Project Income



     0


  74,700

664.400 Interest Income



     0


         50

TOTAL REVENUE




71,000


172,250

Expenditures

482 - Administration

922.700 Public Utilities



  1,000


         55

956.700 Expenses




         0


       100

  Total Administration



  1,000


       155

493 – MEDC

801.700 Contractual Services


         0


  20,000

  Total MEDC




         0


  20,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

 
              1,000


  20,155

Excess Receipts




70,000


152,095

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A MICROPROCESSOR TO REGULATE THE FLOW SIGNAL ON THE CHEMICAL PUMPS WHEN PUMP 5 IS RUNNING AT A COST OF $3,250.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #12-08

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND ADD TO THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES §32.135 - §32.152 TITLED DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPANDING THE DDA DISTRICT

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  The description of the expanded district will be numbered §32.140 and each subsequent paragraph will be renumbered accordingly and shall read as follows:

§32.140 DESCRIPTION OF EXPANDED DOWNTOWN DISTRICT.


The Expanded Downtown District in which the Authority shall exercise its power as provided by Act 197 shall consist of the following described territory in the City, subject to such changes as may hereinafter be made pursuant to this subchapter and Act 197:


All of Block 1; Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, and part of Lot 9 beginning at the SW corner of Lot 9 thence north 2 degrees 05’ west 46.79 ft along west line of Lot 9 thence north 85 degrees 38’10” east 66.05 feet thence north 2 degrees 05’ west 16.14 feet thence north 88 degrees 18’ east 66.00 feet along north line of Lot 9 thence south 2 degrees 05’ east 66.00 feet along the east line of Lot 9 thence south 88 degrees 18’ west 132.00 feet along south line of Lot 9 to point of beginning and also that part of the westerly 16.5 ft of S. Seventh St. adjacent to parcel all in Block 2; Lot 9 Block 3, Lots 9 except the north 1 foot, 10, 11, and 12 all in Block 3; Lot 8 Block 7; commencing 32 feet west of northeast corner Lot 1 Block 9 thence south 66 feet east 32 feet south along east line of Lot 11 Block 8 to southeast corner of Lot 1 Block 9 west 66 feet north to Houghton Avenue to point of beginning also an angular piece of land with frontal of Houghton Ave. 78 feet lying between Lots 1 and 2, Block 9 & 10 also commencing at northeast corner Lot 10, Block 9 running south 66 feet west 32 feet north 66 feet east 32 feet to point of beginning.  All property described in this paragraph is in the Original Plat of the Village (now City) of West Branch (Parcel #’s 052-101-001-00; 052-102-003-00; 052-102-004-00; 052-102-004-01; 052-102-005-00; 052-102-009-20; 052-103-009-00; 052-104-009-00; 052-104-010-00; 052-104-011-00; 052-107-008-00; 052-109-001-00)


Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 Block 2; Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 Block 3; Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and the south 40 feet of Lot 15 Block 4; Lot A, 61 except south 60 feet of west 76 feet and except the north 1 foot, 62, 63, 64 Block 7; Lots 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 except the southerly 28 ½ feet, 10, 11, 12 and 13 Block 8.  All property described in this paragraph is in Supervisors or Peoples Addition to the Village (now City) of West Branch. (Parcel #’s 052-202-001-00; 052-202-003-00; 052-202-004-00; 052-203-001-00; 052-203-002-00; 052-203-003-00; 052-203-004-00; 052-204-001-00; 052-204-004-00; 052-204-006-00; 052-204-008-00; 052-204-009-00; 052-204-010-00; 052-207-040-00; 052-204-040-10; 052-207-040-50; 052-207-062-00; 052-207-064-00; 052-208-004-00; 052-208-006-00; 052-208-007-00; 052-208-008-00; 052-208-009-00; 052-208-010-00; 052-208-012-00)


Lots 3, 4, and the south ½ of Lot 5 Block 1 except the northerly 1’ 4” of westerly 43 feet of the southerly 33 feet of Lot 5 Block 1; north 33 feet of west 42 feet of Lot 2, south 10 feet of north 42 feet of west 21 feet of Lot 2, Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, the north 17 feet of Lot 11 and the north 17 feet of Lot 12 all in Block 2; northerly 17 feet of Lots 1 and 2, Lots 3, 4, and 5, all that part of Lot 6 lying south of the West Branch of the Rifle River, Lots 7 and 8, and 22 feet of the north side of Lot 9, Block 3.  All property described in this paragraph is in R H Weidemann & Co Addition to the Village (now City) of West Branch. (Parcel #’s 052-401-003-00; 052-402-002-60; 052-402-003-00; 052-402-004-00; 052-402-005-00; 052-402-007-00; 052-402-008-00; 052-402-009-00; 052-402-010-00; 052-403-003-00; 052-403-005-00; 052-403-007-00)


Lots 1, 3, 4 and east ½ of Lot 2, and that part of Lot 2 described as commencing at the northwest corner of Lot 2 thence east 33 feet on north boundary of Lot 2 south parallel east and west lines of Lot 2 66 feet northwesterly to point of beginning all in Block 1; commencing at northeast corner of Lot 9 Block 1 thence north 0 degrees 30’ east 46.13 feet for point of beginning thence north 86 degrees 05’ west 17.35 feet north 03 degrees 55’ east 36.50 feet south 86 degrees 05’ east 15.17 feet south 0 degrees 30’ west 36.57 feet to point of beginning.  All property described in this paragraph is located in R. H. Weidemann & Co’s 2nd Addition to the Village (now City) of West Branch. (Parcel #’s 052-411-002-00; 052-411-005-00)


Part of the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ Section 19, Town 22 North, Range 2 East, commencing at northwest corner of Lot 4, Block 1 of R. H. Weidemann & Co’s 2nd Addition thence north 95.7 feet thence east 69.99 feet thence southeasterly to a point 326.7 feet north of the southeast corner of Lot 1 Block 1 of said addition thence south 62.7 feet to northeast corner of said Lot 4 thence along north line of Lot 4 west 132 feet to point of beginning. (Parcel # 052-411-006-00)


Commencing at the northeast corner of Lot 9 Block 1 thence south on east line of said lot 66 feet west on south line of said lot and extending thereof 132 feet north 61.7 feet east 132 feet south to point of beginning except commencing northeast corner of Lot 9 Block 1 north 0 degrees 30’ east 46.13 feet for point of beginning thence north 86 degrees 05’ west 17.35 feet north 03 degrees 55’ east 36.50 feet south 86 degrees 05’ east 15.17 feet south 0 degrees 30’ west 36.57 feet to point of beginning in R. H. Weidemann & Co 2nd Addition to the Village (now City) of West Branch. (Parcel #052-411-007-00)

Lots 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 Block 8; Lots 1, 2 except the west 105 feet, 3, 5, 6, and also the north 8 feet of Lot 7, Block 9; Lot 5 Block 10; all that part of Lots 5 and 6 lying south of the West Branch of the Rifle River Block 11.  All property described in this paragraph is located in D. Wright & Co. Addition to the Village (now City) of West Branch. (Parcel #’s 052-458-002-00; 052-458-007-00; 052-459-001-00; 052-459-003-00; 052-460-005-00; 052-460-005-10; 052-460-005-50; 052-461-005-00)

SECTION 19 TOWN 22 NORTH RANGE 2 EAST:

Commencing at a point from the centerline of the railroad track which is north 1 degree 12’30” east 21.04 feet from northwest corner of Lot 2 Block 4 of R H Weidemann & Co 2nd Addition for point of beginning thence south 1 degree 12’30” west 21.04 feet to northwest corner of said Lot 2 thence north 88 degrees 24’30” west 373 feet north 1 degree 12’30” east 33 feet north 18 degrees 23’10” east 125.35 feet to centerline of railroad track thence southeasterly along said centerline 360.96 feet more or less to point of beginning. (Parcel #052-619-001-00)

Commencing at the northwest corner of Lot 12 Block 3 of R H Weidemann & Co 2nd Addition thence north 01 degrees 19’40” east along right of way of 7th street 33 feet for point of beginning thence north 01 degrees 19’40” east 167.4 feet south 67 degrees 45’30” east along center line of the railroad spur 134.64 feet south 18 degrees 23’10” west 125.35 feet north 88 degrees 24’30” west 89 feet to point of beginning.  Also known as parcel 1.  Also commencing at the northwest corner of Lot 12 Block 3 R H Weidemann & Co Addition north 33 feet, east parallel to north line of said Block 3 89 feet, south 33 feet to north line of said Block 3, thence west 89 feet to point of beginning.  Also that part of the easterly 16.5 feet of N. Seventh Street adjacent to said parcel. (Parcel #052-619-003-00)

Commencing 21 feet north of the northeast corner Lot 3 Block 4 R H Weidemann & Co 2nd Addition thence north 37 degrees 25’ west 250.55 feet thence north 66 degrees 58’ west 329.84 feet south 01 degrees west 134.2 feet south 67 degrees 8’ east 500 feet to point of beginning.  Also that part of the easterly 16.5 feet of N. Seventh Street adjacent to said parcel. (Parcel #052-619-005-00)

Commencing 21 feet north of the northeast corner Lot 3 Block 4 R H Weidemann & Co 2nd Addition thence north 37 degrees 25’ west 250.55 feet for point of beginning thence north 37 degrees 25’ west 224.45 feet south 31 degrees 26’ west 106.7 feet south 66 degrees 58’ east 215.4 feet to point of beginning. (Parcel #052-619-006-00)

Commencing at a point 21 feet north of the northeast corner Lot 3 Block 4 R H Weidemann 2nd Addition thence north 37 degrees 25’ west 475 feet from beginning thence north 37 degrees 25’ west 268.5 feet south 1 degree west 262.3 feet south 66 degrees 58’ east 114 feet north 31 degrees 26’ east 106.7 feet to point of beginning.  Also that part of the easterly 16.5 feet of N. Seventh Street adjacent to said parcel. (Parcel #052-619-007-00)

Commencing 165 feet north of the southwest corner Block 2 R H Weidemann & Co 2nd Addition thence east 132 feet north 37 feet east 132 feet to 7th avenue north 157.7 feet to railroad right of way northwesterly along right of way 275 feet to 8th St south 274.7 feet to point of beginning.  Also that part of the westerly 16.5 feet of N. Seventh Street adjacent to said parcel. (Parcel #052-619-009-00)

Commencing in center of railroad track 227 feet north of northeast corner of Lot 1 Block 2 R H Weidemann & Co 2nd Addition thence north on west line 7th St. 158.5 feet west 156 feet south 101 feet to center of track thence southeasterly 182 feet to point of beginning.  Also that part of the westerly 16.5 feet of N. Seventh Street adjacent to said parcel. (Parcel #052-619-010-00)

Commencing at the southwest corner of Block 2 of R. H. Weidemann & Co. 2nd Addition thence north 00 degrees 30’ east 439.65 feet for point of beginning thence south 76 degrees 40’20” east 110.83 feet north 0 degrees 30’ east 101 feet north 88 degrees 50’40” west 108 feet south 0 degrees 77.63 feet to point of beginning except railroad right of way.  (Parcel #052-619-011-00)

Commencing at a point on the west line of 8th St 326.7 feet north of north line of Houghton Ave thence south 89 degrees east parallel with Houghton Ave 33 feet south 0 degrees 30’ west 161.1 south 89 degrees east parallel with Houghton Ave 33 feet north 427 feet east 264 feet north 0 degrees 30’ east 66 feet west 330 feet south 331.9 feet to point of beginning. (Parcel #052-619-012-00)

Commencing at T line where J & L S railroad crosses telephone line thence east along right of way 404.01 feet thence south 40 degrees 1’ east along right of way thence 60 degrees 19’ W 577 1/10 feet north 34 degrees 18’ west to telephone thence to point of beginning and commencing at a point of intersection of telephone line between Section 19 and south line of right of way of M C railroad said point of intersection being 321.3 feet south of iron post centerline Hauptman Addition running thence northwest along south line of railroad right of way on a curve 753.2 feet to end curve north thence 82 degrees 33’ west along aforesaid line right of way 627 feet to west line of east ¼ of southeast ¼ of section south 0 degrees 11’ east along afore said west line 6.7 feet to a point 95.4 feet north of 1/8 post thence north 61 degrees 21’ east 98.6 feet thence south 520 feet east 109.5 feet thence south 87 degrees 23’ east 96 feet thence south 25 degrees 15’ east 66 feet thence south 78 degrees 31’ east 312.8 feet thence north 23 degrees 39’ east 288 feet south 81 degrees 23’ east 128.8 feet thence south 68 degrees 13’ east 300 feet thence south 54 degrees 18’ east 341.5 feet thence north 64 degrees Weidemann 2nd Addition thence west 49.5 feet to centerline of 7th St north 662.4 feet on said centerline north 38 degrees 38’41” west 542.18 feet south 61 degrees 19’29” west 33.51 feet for point of beginning north 38 degrees 38’41” west 40.16 feet north 39 degrees 47’9”west 79.32 feet south 74 degrees 37’ 39” west 130.78 feet south 24 degrees 01’41” east 148 feet north 61 degrees 19’29” east 161.49 feet to point of beginning and except commencing at west ¼ corner thence south 0 degrees 30’ west 1219.6 feet north 85 degrees 40’16” east 23.03 feet for point of beginning thence north 85 degrees 40’16” east 135.82 feet south 41 degrees 12’ east 21.23 feet south 20 degrees 14’33” east 76.54 feet south 75 degrees 02’47”west 160.78 feet north 9 degrees 49’ west 160.78 feet north 9 degrees 49’ west 120.8 feet to point of beginning. (Parcel #052-619-015-00)

SECTION 2:  RENUMBERING OF SECTIONS:


The following sections shall be renumbered as follows:


§32.140 Board of Trustees shall be renumbered §32.141


§132.141 Appointment of Director; Bond shall be renumbered §32.142


§132.142 Fiscal Year Adoption of Budget shall be renumbered §32.143

§32.143 Statement and Recommendation of Plan and Amendment shall be renumbered §32.144


§32.144 Findings shall be renumbered §32.145


§32.145 Public Purpose shall be renumbered §32.146


§32.146 Best Interest of the Public shall be renumbered §32.147


§32.147 Approval and Adoption of Plan shall be renumbered §32.148


§32.148 Conflict and Severability shall be renumbered §32.149


§32.149 Paragraph Headings shall be renumbered §32.150


§32.150 Publication and Recordation shall be renumbered §32.151


§32.151 Effective Date shall be renumbered §32.151

SECTION 3:  AMENDMENT TO §32.144 STATEMENT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PLAN AND AMENDMENT

§32.144 is hereby amended to add the following paragraph:


The Authority has prepared and approved the expansion of their district.  The Authority finds that the expansion district fits into their Development Plan and TIF Plan and recommends Council approval of the expanded Development Area in the Downtown District within the City.  The City Council held a public hearing on September 24, 2012 on the expanded district pursuant to the Act.  The purpose of the expanded district and the Plan is to prevent deterioration in the business district, encourage historic preservation, promote economic growth, and authorize the use of Tax Increment Financing.  The City Council has given the taxing jurisdictions in which the Development Area is located an opportunity to meet with the City Council and to express their views and recommendations regarding the Plan as required by the Act.

SECTION 4:  AMENDMENT TO §32.151 PUBLICATION AND RECORDATION


§32.151 is hereby amended to add the following paragraph:


The Ordinance (Ordinance #12-08) shall be published in summary after its adoption in the Ogemaw County Herald, a newspaper of general circulation in the City, qualified under State Law to publish legal notices, and shall be recorded in the Ordinance book of the City, which recording shall be authenticated by the signature of the City Clerk.

SECTION 5:  SEVERABILITY

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 6:  REPEALER

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 7:  EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE JOB DESCRIPTIONS AS WRITTEN BY THE MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on the Sheriff’s Department, jail population, MSU Extension, Parks & Recreation meeting, and occupancy in the annex building.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Bob Holbrook, 301 S. Livingston St., voiced his concern about a possible increase in water/sewer rates.  Discussion was held on the River Walk matching funds and connecting the City’s River Walk with West Branch Township’s.  Mr. Holbrook stated that it was a good community service when the Council meetings were televised.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lawrence asked when the “Slow, Children” sign would be installed on S. First St.  Council Member Showalter asked when the “Hidden Intersection” sign would be installed on Wright Ave.  Manager Youatt will get them ordered.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri, 224 W. Houghton Ave., requested the use of S. Third St. and Houghton Ave. for the New Year’s Eve ball drop.  He noted that they would like to use Houghton Ave. from 11:30 p.m. until 12:30 a.m.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW THE USE OF S THIRD ST AND HOUGHTON AVE FOR THE NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL DROP.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 7:43 P.M.

