REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

It was noted that the bill from Ted Festerling in the amount of $16,704.00 for repair to the 1997 Flo-N-Dump would be added to the bills payable for approval.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 19, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 AND THE DDA MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 29, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ACCEPT WITH REGRET STEVE LEONARD’S RESIGNATION FROM THE IDC.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Larry Fox and Amanda Poynter, C2ae representatives, gave a presentation on the 10-year Infrastructure Replacement Plan.  Ms. Poynter stated that this plan is in the draft stage and welcomes comments or changes.  Council Member Showalter stated that he felt Griffin Rd. from S. First St. to S. Fourth St. should have a higher priority.  He also stated he would like to see a cost and plans to loop the water system in a few key areas such as S. Eighth St.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Kathy Adair, EDC Director, was present to request funds for the EDC program.  She gave an update on several seminars that are being offered for small business owners and the Ogemaw EDC Strategic Plan.  Council Member Showalter asked what the EDC was doing to bring new jobs to the area.  Ms. Adair stated that this is a difficult task in this economic time and the EDC is working on retaining the jobs we do have in our County.  Mayor Thompson asked for a copy of the EDC mission statement.  He asked if the existing vacant buildings were being marketed.  Ms. Adair stated that these buildings are listed.    Mayor Thompson asked how Board Member Delahanty could represent small business when she no longer owned a business.  Mayor Thompson asked for a report on what the EDC Board expects of Ms. Adair and what their ideas are for this community.  Council reviewed the $4,000 funding request.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO FUND THE OGEMAW COUNTY EDC IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,000.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

PROCLAMATION #09-05


WHEREAS, during the season of thanksgiving, as we pause to reflect on the many blessings that have been bestowed on us as a City, we are especially grateful for the love of our families and friends.  One of the most profound ways in which that love is expressed is through the generous support provided by family caregivers to loved ones who are chronically ill, elderly or disabled.  Caregivers reflect family and community life at its best.  They are among the City’s most important natural resources, and


WHEREAS, the need for family caregivers is growing.  We are blessed to live in a time when medicine and technology have helped us live longer.  As a result, persons with disabilities are living longer and people over 85 are the fastest growing segment of our population.  Family caregivers can be found in every city and town in America.  It is likely that we all know at least one family caregiver, and


WHEREAS, family caregivers deserve our lasting gratitude and respect.  This month, as we honor the many contributions that family caregivers make to the quality of our national life, let us resolve to work through our community, religious, social, business and other organizations to offer programs and services that will provide caregivers the support and encouragement they need to carry out their vital responsibilities,


NOW, THEREFORE, I, Todd Thompson, Mayor, do hereby proclaim November 2009 as National Family Caregivers Month in the City of West Branch.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette asked if Glen’s received approval for their LED sign.  Manager Youatt stated that the Planning Commission approved the sign.  Council Member Lucas asked how much longer the Hospital was going to display their “Smoke Free” signs.  Manager Youatt stated he would contact the Hospital.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $154,348.22.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PAY REQUEST FROM BILACIC TRUCKING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $87,759.36.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CONFIRM THE APPOINTMENT OF DAN ROBB AS WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT SUPERINTENDENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:04 P.M.

