REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 15, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE BOARD MEETINGS HELD JULY 17, 2012 AND AUGUST 21, 2012; PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 11, 2012; AIRPORT BOARD MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 19, 2012; RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD SPETEMBER 21, 201; HOSPITAL BOARD MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 24, 2012; DDA MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 25, 2012; WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD OCTOBER 25, 2012; AND THE SEPTEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Demetre Ellias requesting a one-time adjustment for his property at 710 Columbus Dr.  The letter stated that a toilet malfunctioned which caused the excessive use.  Mr. Ellias noted that the problem has been fixed.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME ADJUSTMENT FOR THE LAST THREE QUARTERS OF 2012 AT 710 COLUMBUS DR. TO REFLECT A MINIMUM USAGE BILL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Dan Cwayna, West Branch-Rose City Area Schools, addressed the Council regarding the Headlee override proposal on the November 6 ballot.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Larry Fox gave a power point presentation on the river walk.  He noted the design changes that would allow this project to be built within budget.  He also noted that the DNR Trust Fund has approved these changes.  He stated that with the amendments he would like to proceed with the bid stage of this project and options have been built in to reduce the project further if the bids come in too high.  Council Member Ervans noted that we would be constructing about 1/3 less for the same dollar amount.  Council Member Schaiberger asked if we could construct the omitted section at a later date.  He was informed that the design is done and could be done later.  Discussion was held regarding the matching funds and the possible impact if we turn down the grant.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, AUTHORIZING STAFF TO PLACE THE AMENDED RIVER WALK PROJECT OUT FOR BID.


Yes – Ehinger, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Cindy Scott, Stephenson, Gracik representative, presented the 2012 audit report.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE 2012 AUDIT REPORT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING:

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

MAYORAL PROCLAMATION

REY ALBERTO FRANCO, MD


WHEREAS, Rey Alberto Franco has provided dedicated medical service to the West Branch community for over thirty (30) years from 1982 to 2012; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Franco and his family, wife Rosario, daughter Regina and daughter Marianne have made West Branch their home throughout his career; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Franco provided excellent medical service to his patients both at his private practice and through the West Branch Regional Medical Center, and, prior to that, the Tolfree Memorial Hospital; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Franco has established and developed and provided several medical services, including but not limited to Non-Invasive Cardiology Stress testing, Treadmill with and without cardiac imaging, pharmacological with nuclear cardiac imaging, transthoracic echocardiogram, cardiac rehab and diagnostic cardiac catherization laboratory; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Franco has been an active member of the Michigan State Medical Society, American Society of Echocardiography and the Ogemaw County Medical Society; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Franco is retiring from practice and the City of West Branch wishes to thank him for his distinguished service to the West Branch community;


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the City of West Branch hereby recognizes Dr. Rey Alberto Franco for his distinguished and dedicated service to the City of West Branch and the West Branch community and wishes him and his family all the best in the future.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the bid for the construction of the new EMS building was awarded to Miller Construction.  Member Lucas asked Manager Youatt to provide him with the total revenue and expenditures for solid waste.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger stated that the Hospital Board has interviewed two people for the CEO position.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,011.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE 2012 FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, APPROVE CONTRACT NO 2012-0719; FEDERAL PROJECT NO. B-26-0097-1511 FOR PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING FOR REHABILITATION OF AIRFIELD LIGHTING AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN ALL GRANT DOCUMENTS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE AMERICAN LEGION POST NUMBER 103 USE AGREEMENT FOR THE WEST BRANCH COMMUNITY CENTER FROM NOVEMBER 10, 2012 THROUGH NOVEMBER 10, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO TABLE THE JOB DESCRIPTIONS UNTIL THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on request for moratorium on fracking, airport grant, MSU Extension grant, map amendment for Consumers Energy, tax sale, and the Health Department.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:35 P.M.

