REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger (arrived at 6:01 p.m.), and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Member Schaiberger arrived at 6:01 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 17, 2011 AND THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD OCTOBER 31, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT BOARD MEETING HELD JULY 19, 2011; DDA MEETING HELD JULY 26, 2011; BROWNFIELD/LAND BANK MEETING HELD AUGUST 9, 2011; PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 11, 2011; WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD OCTOBER 27, 2011; OCTOBER POLICE REPORT; THE STING QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR JULY – SEPTEMBER 2011; AND THE SEPTEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH AREA GIRL SCOUTS TO SELL COOKIES THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council read the thank you letter from STING for Council’s 2010/2011 support.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJUST THE WATER/SEWER BILL CHARGES AT 337 S. FIRST ST. TO REFLECT 6,000 GALLONS OF USAGE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the 425 Agreement at 6:09 p.m.  Mayor Thompson explained the agreement and noted that the property was located in Ogemaw Township on M-30 and is known as the Schick property.  No one present wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:12 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Marcia Young and Ken Neubecker were present to thank the Council for the use of Iron’s Park for the Victorian Art Fair this past August and to request using it on August 11 & 12, 2012.  They also offered their help and financial support for park repairs.    Manager Youatt stated that the baseboards in the bathrooms need replacing.  Mayor Thompson asked them for their input on park improvements.  Ms. Young stated she would work with DPW Superintendent Jameson on the path in the park to bring the dirt up to the asphalt.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW THE VICTORIAN ART FAIR TO USE IRON’S PARK ON AUGUST 11 AND 12, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Christie Blackford, Chamber of Commerce Director, was present to request approval of certain events for 2012.  Discussion was held on the beverage tent and how it could be used more for family events.

MORION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW STREET CLOSURES ON JUNE 2 – 3, JULY 4, JULY 17, AND DECEMBER 8.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter addressed concerns about changes at the hospital regarding health insurance for Primary Care employees.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $110,297.19. 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-20


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby waives the sidewalk replacement charges for the owners at 217 N. Third St. and 234 N. Third St. due to the condition of the sidewalk being a hazard to the public.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE CHANGE ORDER ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF 251 N. BURGESS ST.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO GRANT AN EXTENTION ON THE METRO ACT RIGHT OF WAY PERMIT TO MICHIGAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY d/b/a AT&T MICHIGAN FOR A TERM TO END ON DECEMBER 31, 2014 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID EXTENTION AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE PAY REQUEST #5 FOR STERLING EXCAVATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $32,820.00. 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO TRANSFER LOT 3 BLOCK 1 R. H. WEIDEMANN & CO TO THE WEST BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN THE QUIT CLAIM DEED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

David Ignasiak, owner of 711 W. Houghton Ave., was present concerning an LED sign he would like to install for his business.  He stated that the Ordinance does not allow LED lighting in the Victorian District and he asked that the Council consider changing the Ordinance.  He was informed that the request would be presented to the Planning Commission for their review and recommendation.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the 911 Committee, the jail, a property tax study conducted by the University of Michigan, the wind turbine ordinance, and the new transit director.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:00 P.M.

