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Welcome to the City of West Branch Quarterly Newsletter
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You will be getting a quarterly newsletter with your water and sewer bill instead of with your tax bill.  This will allow for you to receive information on a regular basis.  
City of West Branch

121 N 4th St 
West Branch, MI 48661
(989) 345-0500

cityhall@westbranch.com

www.westbranch.com
YOUR WATER BILL IS NO LONGER A POSTCARD; IT IS A 

FULL PAGE BILL.

Events 

December 31 New Years Eve Ball Drop Downtown West Branch - Houghton Avenue & 3rd Street

January 12 Northern MI Wedding Expo at Knights of Columbus Hall Sandra 989.701.0083

January 18 Trivia Night at St. Joseph School 989.345.0220

February 1-2 Murder by Magic at Quality Inn tickets $30 at Edith M's or Ogemaw Heights High School

February 9 West Brach Area Chamber of Commerce Winter Ball at Quality Inn 989.345.2821

February 11 Sunrise Creations Art Show at Medical Arts Center

February 16 Spaghetti Dinner at Clear Lake Bar for Ogemaw Nature Park

February 16 Cupids Crop Pre-register by calling Katie 989.345.0220

February 18 St. Joseph School Blood Drive Katie 989.345.0220

March 2 Peter Pan Trivia Night at Knights of Columbus Hall Michelle 989.345.0446

March 9 St. Joseph 6th Grade Spaghetti Dinner Katie 989.345.0220

March 10 West Branch Greenhouse Seed Swap 989.345.1133

March 15-23 Youth Art Exhibit at 4th Street Gift Shop & Gallery Jeanne 989.836.2932

March 20-23 Spring Musical "Annie" at Ogemaw Heights High School Toni 989.343.2020 x 3153

March 23 Optimist Club Camel Race at Knight of Columbus Hall Chuck 989.942.6608

March 30 West Branch Optimist Easter Egg Hunt kids 12 noon Chuck 989.942.6608

Please see the Chamber of Commerce Community Calendar page at www.wbacc.com for a complete list of events.

Information/Concerns
Any citizen who has concerns, needs information or wants to discuss City related issues, please feel free to stop by City Hall or call City Manager Tom Youatt at 345-0500.  Your input and concern regarding our City is much appreciated as we all need to work together to make West Branch the best City we can!

Sidewalk Snow Removal
Remains the responsibility of the PROPERTY OWNER.  Failure to keep sidewalks clean may result in a minimum charge of $50 for the property owner.  The GOOD NEWS is that following most heavy snowfalls (5"+) the City will move the snow.
City Snow Policy
To help people get around safely this winter, the City asks all property owners to observe the following rules: 

- Keep sidewalks free of snow and ice.  City crews will clean sidewalks occasionally when large quantities fall (5" and more), but property owners remain responsible.
- Keep snow away from fire hydrants so they remain visible from all sides at all times.
- Do not pile snow on corners - this blocks views and causes accidents.
- Do not plow snow onto sidewalks, across or into City streets.
- Do not use a motor vehicle or ORV to plow snow on any City sidewalks.
If City crews are used to correct problems, property owners will be billed for time and materials.  In some cases, deliberate actions may constitute illegal activity - please report severe infractions to the City Police.

Council Minutes

Minutes from the City Council meetings can be found on-line at www.westbranch.com and clicking on the link under West Branch City Council Meeting Minutes.

Ordinance Info…

No Overnight Parking – City Ordinance prohibits the parking of vehicles on City streets November 1st thru March 31st or in City parking lots year round between the hours of 2am and 6am.  Such rules are necessary so that we can sweep and remove snow from the streets without obstruction.  Some exceptions are permitted – call City Hall at 345-0500.
Important Info
Please make sure that your garbage is in closed bags before putting it into your cart.  Waste Management has noticed that there has been loose trash in the carts that flies out when being dumped.  Thank you.
Residents that are aware of a suspicious situation need to dial 911 immediately – not hours later or even the next day!  The West Branch City Police Department is here to serve YOU!
REMINDER!!  You must pay water/sewer bills on separate checks than taxes.

Garbage Pickup – is normally on Wednesdays each week, except holidays.
Large Item Pickup – is limited to two items.  Items will be picked up each Wednesday of the month.  Items could include a couch, chair, mattress, and piece of furniture.  If you have something with coolant in it, you would need to get a yellow tag from City Hall before putting the item out for pickup.  There is no charge for the yellow tag.
Green Trash Bags are available at City Hall to accommodate any garbage that will not fit in the garbage cart.  The bags are a package of 10 for $15.

The Recycling Center is located behind the Family Video building.  Hours are Tuesdays from 2pm – 6pm and Saturdays from 9am – 1pm.  You now need a recycling card in order to use the Center.  If you do not have a card, stop by City Hall and fill out an application.   There is no cost for the card.

The Center accepts:  newspapers, phone books, magazines, junk mail and cardboard – all clean and bundled.  Aluminum and tin cans rinsed and flattened.  Glass (clear, green & brown) rinsed and unbroken.  Plastic #’s 1 & 2, detergent bottles and milk jugs – clean, labels removed and crushed.

Services Offered by the City
· Channel 99 - WBTV & www.westbranch.com  is online and better than ever!  Keep an eye on the updated information!  If you have an announcement, drop it off in writing and we’ll get it posted.
· Compost Pile - The City has a compost pile located in the back of Brookside Cemetery.  You are welcomed to deposit any soft vegetation (please do not leave your bag, box or container).  You are also welcomed to help yourself to some of the rich dirt created by this compost.
· Zoning & Master Plans - The City’s Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan are available on our website along with all of our other Ordinances.

· Skating Rink - The Department of Public Works will have an ice skating rink, weather permitting, in Irons Park on the tennis courts.
Please watch out for City DPW crews while they are cleaning City Streets and public sidewalks this winter.

Holiday Hours - City Hall will be closed on December 31 and January 1 for New Years.
The Community Center is for rent - Call City Hall for more information.

Chlorine Smell - A solution to the strong chlorine smell was placed into operation on November 27th.  If you have a strong chlorine smell in your water please call City Hall at 345-0500.

City Council Members





Todd Thompson – Mayor


Chad Lucas – Ward 1


Tim Schaiberger – Ward 2


Rusty Showalter – Ward 3


Kim Ervans – At-Large


Denise Lawrence – At-Large


William Ehinger – At-Large


Council meetings are the 1st & 3rd Monday’s at 6:00pm in the Council Chamber at 


City Hall.  Please join us!














