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Welcome to the City of West Branch Quarterly Newsletter
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Your quarterly newsletter comes with your water and sewer bill instead of with your semi-annual tax bill.  This allows you to receive information on a regular basis.  


City of West Branch


121 N 4th St 

West Branch, MI 48661

(989) 345-0500


cityhall@westbranch.com


www.westbranch.com
Events 

July 4 - Parade starts at 1:00pm

July 4 - Fireworks at dusk

July 5 - Fabulous Friday - Classy Chassis 6pm to 9pm

July 6 - Farmers Market 8am to 2pm - EVERY SATURDAY

July 11 - Summer Music Series - M-23 Strings 7pm Irons Park

July 12 - Fabulous Friday - Sidewalk Rodeo 6pm to 9pm

July 14 - 21 - Ogemaw Hills Bike Week

July 18 - Summer Music Series - Sheila Landis 7pm Irons Park 

July 19 - Fabulous Friday - On a Steel Horse I Ride 6pm to 9pm

July 25 - Summer Music Series - Dr. Mike & the Sea Monkeys 7pm Irons Park

July 26 - Fabulous Friday - Paint the Town 6pm to 9pm

July 27 & 28 - Relay for Life

August 1 - Summer Music Series - Madcat & Kane 7pm Irons Park

August 2 - Fabulous Friday - Logs & Legends 6pm to 9pm

August 3 - Farmers Market 8am to 2pm - EVERY SATURDAY

August 9 - Fabulous Friday - Girls Just Wanna Have Fun 6pm to 9pm

August 10 & 11 - Victorian Art Fair - Irons Park

August 13 - 17 - Ogemaw County Fair

August 16 - Fabulous Friday - Downtown Dinner Party 6pm to 9pm

August 23 - Fabulous Friday - Hometown Heroes 6pm to 9pm

August 30 - Fabulous Friday - The Boys Are Back In Town 6pm to 9pm

September 7 - Farmers Market 8am to 2pm - EVERY SATURDAY

September 7 - Humane Society Mutt March - Irons Park

For more detailed information please visit the Chamber of Commerce page at www.wbacc.com then click Events.

Consumer Confidence Report

The 2013 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) for Community Water Supply for the City of West Branch was published in the June 20, 2013 issue of the Ogemaw County Herald.  A copy of the report was not delivered to each individual customer.  If you would like to receive a copy of the 2013 CCR you can visit our website at www.westbranch.com or call (989) 345-0500 to have a copy mailed to you.
North River Trail Project

Work is continuing on the North River Trail construction project.  Boardwalk, concrete and asphalt are being installed on the trail.  An overlook is being constructed near Branhams Jewelry along Houghton Avenue.  A pedestrain crossing will be installed along Houghton Avenue by the Firemans Memorial to connect the existing River Trail to the new one.  The North River Trail should be completed by the end of July.  

If you want to run for Mayor or Council please note that Nominating Petitions are due at City Hall by 4:00pm on July 16, 2013.

Sprinkling Meters are available for outdoor water usage.  New Meters are $135.  Once you purchase a meter, it is yours to keep.  Meters MUST be brought inside when the temperatures get cold – to avoid freezing.  All sprinkling meters are self-reporting.
Brush Pick-up is on the LAST MONDAY of the month from March - November (weather permitting).  We cannot accept branches any larger than 4” in diameter.  We cannot take full tree removal (stumps, trunks, or branches).  We are set up to take only small amounts of trimming. For additional information call City Hall at (989) 345-0500.

Hydrant Flushing - City crews flush fire hydrants to keep the water distribution system fresh and well-exercised.  Flushing sometimes loosens mineral deposits which gives our water a “rusty” tint.  Residents experiencing “rusty” water should flush their own lines by letting the water run for a little while (several minutes should do it).  DO NOT wash your whites when the water is “rusty.”  The Department of Public Works is expecting to start flushing in AUGUST.  Watch WBTV – channel 99, visit our website or call City Hall for detailed information on flushing schedules.

Waste Collection 

Solid Waste Collection . . .Curb Carts should be placed at the curb NO LATER than 6:00 AM on your collection day.  If you have more waste than what your cart can handle, please bag it, place NEXT TO the cart, NOT ON TOP of the cart, so the driver can easily empty the cart, then refill it with the other bag and empty again.  

Prohibited Items . . .Items prohibited are: dirt, sod or rock, hazardous waste of any kind, liquids of any kind including paint, flammable materials such as oil or gas, concrete, hot ashes; yard waste of any kind, large amounts of remodeling or demolition materials, whole tires or any other material to be determined as prohibited by State Statute.

Holidays . . .When a holiday falls on a weekday, there will be no collections on that day, and the rest of that week’s refuse, recycling and yard waste collection will be one day later than usual. Holidays observed: New Year’s, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.

Bulky Item Collection . . .Two (2) large items may be placed curbside each week for collection. Republic will also collect, at no additional charge, those items containing Freon, such as refrigerators, icemakers, window air conditioners, freezers and other appliances or items containing chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's).  Bulky Items shall be bundled in parcels not to exceed two (2) foot by four (4) feet in length and/or fifty (50) pounds in weight (carpeting, etc).  

Recycle Service . . .New expanded materials collected with the recycling:  Newsprint & office paper, Steel, tin, & aluminum cans, Clear glass bottles and jars, Plastics #1 – #7, Magazines, Corrugated cardboard & paperboard, Plastic Grocery Bags, Metal Pots & Pans, Phone Books and Junk Mail.

Weekly information about City activities can be found on the City's website at www.westbranch.com then click on City Manager Report.

Information/Concerns
Any citizen who has concerns, needs information or wants to discuss City related issues, please feel free to stop by City Hall or call City Manager Tom Youatt at 345-0500.  Your input and concern regarding our City is much appreciated as we all need to work together to make West Branch the best City we can!

Council Minutes

Minutes from the City Council meetings can be found on-line at www.westbranch.com and clicking on the link under West Branch City Council Meeting Minutes.

Important Info
Residents that are aware of a suspicious situation need to dial 911 immediately – not hours later or the next day!  The West Branch City Police Department is here to serve YOU!
REMINDER!!  You must pay water/sewer bills on separate checks than taxes.

Services Offered by the City
· Channel 99 - WBTV & www.westbranch.com are online and better than ever!  Keep an eye on the updated information!  If you have an announcement, drop it off in writing and we’ll get it posted.
· Compost Pile - The City has a compost pile located in the back of Brookside Cemetery.  You are welcomed to deposit any soft vegetation (please do not leave your bag, box or container).  You are also welcomed to help yourself to some of the rich dirt created by this compost.
The Community Center is for rent - Call City Hall for more information.
City Council Members





Todd Thompson – Mayor


Chad Lucas – Ward 1


Tim Schaiberger – Ward 2


Rusty Showalter – Ward 3


Kim Ervans – At-Large


Denise Lawrence – At-Large


William Ehinger – At-Large


Council meetings are the 1st & 3rd Monday’s at 6:00pm in the Council Chamber at 


City Hall.  Please join us!








West Branch Community Center is available to rent for your party!  Rates are $45 for a 1/2 day (up to 4 hours) and $75 for a full day.  Call City Hall at (989) 345-0500 to make reservations!








