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Welcome to the City of West Branch Quarterly Newsletter
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www.westbranch.com
Events 

October 3-5 - Annual Quilt Walk

October 5 - Farmers Market - Downtown West Branch

October 5 - Civil War Cemetery Walk - Brookside Cemetery 

October 12 - Farmers Market - Downtown West Branch

October 19 - Farmers Market - Downtown West Branch

October 26 - Farmers Market - Downtown West Branch

October 31 - Trick or Treat 6pm to 8pm

October 31 - Optimist Trick or Treat - Surline

November 5 - Election Day

November 7 - Community Support Team Comedy Club/Auction - Debbie 345-0500

November 7-9 - Fall Play - OHHS 7pm

November 22-23 - Kiwanis Variety Show - OHHS Shirley 343-0517

December 3 - CASA Wreath Auction - Jen 345-0145

December 5 - Shine On Awards - Tolfree Foundation 343-3694

December 7 - Holiday Art & Wine Walk - Downtown West Branch

December 14 - Christmas Parade 7pm

December 21 - Christmas Fantasy - Downtown West Branch 

December 31 - New Year's Ball Drop - Downtown West Branch

For more detailed information please visit the Chamber of Commerce page at www.wbacc.com then click Events.

EVIP Report

The 2013 Economic Vitality Incentive Program (EVIP) Report for the City of West Branch was posted on the City's website in September.  
Projects Update
The City recently completed the reconstruction of the Brookside Cemetery entrance.  Work included resurfacing of the street and parking area, new sidewalk, new curb and gutter, new vinyl fencing and planting new trees (Cleveland Pear).  The City received a

donation for this project in the amount of $ 25,000.  This is a much needed improvement to our Cemetery of which we are very proud to own and maintain.

The City also recently completed resurfacing of North Seventh Street north of Houghton Avenue.  We also will be replacing an additional area north of the railroad tracks on North Seventh Street and Lindsey Street.  This area was a priority of the City to resurface as there is a lot of traffic generated into the City from this section.

The City is pleased that MDOT has completed the traffic signal upgrade and resurfacing of the intersection at Houghton Avenue and Third Street.  Citizens need to be reminded to push the pedestrian traffic button at this downtown intersection in order to activate the pedestrian lights.  We want to thank MDOT for investing traffic improvement money into our City.

The City also recently completed construction of the North Rivertrail project.  The new addition to the Rivertrail system goes from Houghton Avenue adjacent to Branham's Jewelry store to North Fourth Street.  The project included construction of an outlook by Houghton Avenue, sections of boardwalk, asphalt paving, lighting and benches and trash receptacles.  This is a great addition to our rivertrail system and we hope citizens and visitors enjoy it!

City Snow Policy
To help people get around safely this winter, the City asks all property owners to observe the following rules: 

- Keep sidewalks free of snow and ice.  City crews will clean sidewalks occasionally when large quantities fall (5" and more), but property owners remain responsible.

- Keep snow away from fire hydrants so they remain visible from all sides at all times.

- Do not pile snow on corners - this blocks views and causes accidents.

- Do not plow snow onto sidewalks, across or into City streets.

- Do not use a motor vehicle or ORV to plow snow on any City sidewalks.

If City crews are used to correct problems, property owners will be billed for time and materials
No Overnight Parking – City Ordinance prohibits the parking of vehicles on City streets November 1st thru March 31st or in City parking lots year round between the hours of 2am and 6am.  Such rules are necessary so that we can sweep and remove snow from the streets without obstruction.  Some exceptions are permitted – call City Hall at 345-0500.
Waste Collection 

Solid Waste Collection . . .Curb Carts should be placed at the curb NO LATER than 6:00 AM on your collection day.  If you have more waste than what your cart can handle, please bag it, place NEXT TO the cart, NOT ON TOP of the cart, so the driver can easily empty the cart, then refill it with the other bags and empty again.  

Holidays . . .When a holiday falls on a weekday, there will be no collections on that day, and the rest of that week’s refuse collection will be one day later than usual. Holidays observed: New Year’s, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.

Bulky Item Collection . . .Two (2) large items may be placed curbside each week for collection. Republic will also collect, at no additional charge, those items containing Freon, such as refrigerators, air conditioners, etc.  Bulky Items shall be bundled in parcels not to exceed two (2) feet by four (4) feet in length and/or fifty (50) pounds in weight (carpeting, etc).  

Recycle Service . . .New expanded materials collected with the recycling:  Newsprint & office paper, Steel, tin, & aluminum cans, Clear glass bottles and jars, Plastics #1 – #7, Magazines, Corrugated cardboard & paperboard, Plastic Grocery Bags, Metal Pots & Pans, Phone Books and Junk Mail.

Weekly information about City activities can be found on the City's website at www.westbranch.com then click on City Manager Report.

Information/Concerns
Any citizen who has concerns, need information or want to discuss City related issues, please feel free to stop by City Hall or call City Manager Tom Youatt at 345-0500.  Your input and concern regarding our City is much appreciated as we all need to work together to make West Branch the best City we can!

Council Minutes

Minutes from the City Council meetings can be found on-line at www.westbranch.com and clicking on the link under West Branch City Council Meeting Minutes.

Important Info
Residents that are aware of a suspicious situation need to dial 911 immediately – not hours later or the next day!  The West Branch City Police Department is here to serve YOU!
REMINDER!!  You must pay water/sewer bills on separate checks than taxes.

Please watch out for City DPW crews while they are cleaning City Streets and public sidewalks this winter.

Holiday Hours - City Hall will be closed for the Holidays on November 28 & 29, December 24 & 25 and December 31 & January 1.
New Water Rates  - This bill reflects the new rate structure.  If you have any questions or need additional information please call 345-0500.

Please remember to VOTE on November 5 for Mayor and Council Members.  Polls are open from 7am to 8pm.

Fall Leaf pick up will run from October 14 to November 15.  Rake your leaves to the curb and the DPW crew will pick them up.

Brush pick up will end on November 25 for the winter and will resume on March 25, weather permitting.

Services Offered by the City
· Channel 99 - WBTV & www.westbranch.com are online and better than ever!  Keep an eye on the updated information!  If you have an announcement, drop it off in writing and we’ll get it posted.
The Community Center is for rent - Call City Hall for more information.
City Council Members





Todd Thompson – Mayor


Chad Lucas – Ward 1


Tim Schaiberger – Ward 2


Rusty Showalter – Ward 3


Kim Ervans – At-Large


Denise Lawrence – At-Large


William Ehinger – At-Large


Council meetings are the 1st & 3rd Monday’s at 6:00pm in the Council Chamber at 


City Hall.  Please join us!











