REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Timothy Schaiberger

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 7, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 27, 2011 AND THE OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF DENISE LAWRENCE FROM THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO STING IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,969.40.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Nancy Griffin addressed the Council concerning the feral cats and a program to help control the population.  She stated that she is involved in an initiative to trap the cats, have them neutered, and return them to their environment.  She further stated that this program would be self-funded.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW FERAL CATS TO BE TRAPPED IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH FOR THE PURPOSE OF NEUTERING AND RETURNING THEM TO THE ENVIRONMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from Dale Peters to maintain the water and sewer lines in the Victorian Manor Condominium Subdivision.  Mr. Peters stated that the Association would continue to manage the private drive.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ACCEPT THE WATER/SEWER LINES IN THE VICTORIAN MANOR CONDOMINIUM SUBDIVISION SUBJECT TO THE RECORDING OF A UTILITY EASEMENT WITH VICTORIAN MANOR ASSOCIATION PAYING FOR THE COST OF THE EASEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – Showalter

Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jamie Caruthers, Stephenson, Gracik representative, presented the 2011 audit.

Council Member Lucas left at 6:55 p.m.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ACCEPT THE AUDIT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas, Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger stated he would like to see the south bathrooms left open during the winter.  It was the consensus of the Council to leave the south bathrooms open during the winter.

Council Member Ehinger requested that the Council have a special meeting in December to work on long-range goals for the City.  Manager Youatt will set the meeting up.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas, Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $128,040.18.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas, Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ACCEPT THE DDA’S RECOMMENDATION THAT THE CITY REMAIN AT THE MICHIGAN MAIN STREET ASSOCIATE LEVEL FOR ANOTHER YEAR AND REASSESS OUR STATUS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas, Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:10 P.M.

