REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE WEST BRANCH CITY POLICE TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR THE 2012 RISK REDUCTION GRANT PROGRAM SPONSORED BY THE MICHIGAN TOWNSHIP PARTICIPATING PLAN FOR AN AMOUNT UP TO $5,000.00 TO BE USED TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF BULLET PROOF VESTS FOR OFFICERS ON DUTY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 24, 2012 WITH THE FOLLOWING CORRECTION:

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, and Rusty Showalter

This was changed to read:

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIRBERGER, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter noted that he would be attending the MML Conference this week.

Council Member Schaiberger reported on the hospital affiliation process.  Discussion was held on the new law about readmission for the same problem within 30 days and its impact.

Manager Youatt noted that the first part of the EVIP has been filed with the State of Michigan.

Discussions were held on the federal government rebate to hospitals if they meet the 19 pre-set criteria and the golf fitness classes.

Manager Youatt reported that the full-page quarterly water bills went out with the quarterly newsletter.  He also reported that the City would be required to conduct a load capacity study on our bridges.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Sue Delahanty, West Branch Township Trustee, reported on the pedestrian path in West Branch Township and reconvening the Loop Group on October 19 at the Michigan Works building.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $31,683.22.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 12-18


WHEREAS, Resolution #12-16 and Resolution #12-17 need to be amended to reflect the proper signatures, and


WHEREAS, this resolution will provide for that,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution #12-16 and Resolution #12-17 are hereby amended to authorize Mayor Todd Thompson and Clerk Jane Tennant to sign all documents pertaining to the sale of Lot 14 and the south 162.76 feet of Lot 3, Industrial Park West.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #12-19


WHEREAS, according to State law all City’s must plan for Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB), and


WHEREAS, union employees have post employment benefits if they retire between ages 55 and 62, and


WHEREAS, the City conducted a valuation on these OPEB’s in 2010 and it was determined that City has an annual requirement contribution of $34,179, and


WHEREAS, the City’s options are to either put the money in a Trust account or label the money as committed funds in the General Fund, and


WHEREAS, if the money is placed in a Trust account the City cannot be flexible in retrieving the funds if all the funds are not used for OPEB, and


WHEREAS, if the money is designated as Committed Funds in the General Fund we recognize the liability and we can be flexible with the money if all the funds are not used,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council set up a Committed Fund Balance in the General Fund for OPEB dollars and that they allocate $34,179 for 2010 and every year thereafter until no employees qualify for OPEB and/or we are 100% funded.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Reetz reported on the PA 511 contract, union contracts, and STING.  Discussion was held concerning transportation of prisoners by the Sheriff Department.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO ADJOURN AT 6:25 P.M.

