REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member William Ehinger

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 1, 2012.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS HELD JULY 9, 2012 AND AUGUST 27, 2012; DDA MEETING HELD AUGUST 28, 2012; RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 4, 2012; WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 27, 2012; AND THE SEPTEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lawrence questioned the ghost tour at Brookside Cemetery that the Downtown Merchants are advertising.  Manager Youatt will check with the Merchants to see what is being planned.

Council Member Showalter reported that he attended the MML conference last week.

Council Member Schaiberger reported that Tolfree Foundation would be honoring his grandfather on December 6.

Council Member Ervans asked about a blight letter.  Chief Williams stated the letter was mailed on Friday.  Member Ervans stated he would like to recognize Dan Fransee and others who have renovated homes in the City to improve our neighborhoods.  Member Ervans also noted that some of the traffic on Houghton Ave. seemed to be moving along at a speed higher than the posted speed.  Chief Williams stated he would set out his speed indicator and see if this helps.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $56,662.52.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO HIRE WADE TRIM TO CONDUCT THE CITY’S 2012 BIENNIAL BRIDGE INSPECTIONS AND LOAD RATINGS AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $3,900.

Yes – Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Lucas

Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas asked about the payment to C2ae.  Manager Youatt stated that this was the final payment on the design phase of the Riverwalk.  Member Lucas reported that the EMS Authority would be opening bids on the construction of their new facility on September 25.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, DIRECTING STAFF TO PROCEED WITH THE RETAINAGE OF THE ALLEY RESTITUTION FEES AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY ATTORNEY.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Reetz reported on MSU Extension, union contract, tax sale, patrol car grant, 911 surcharge, DDA expansion request opt out, Parks and Recreation Committee, and PA 511.

Mayor Thompson voiced his dissatisfaction that the Chamber of Commerce only brought in candidates from only one party.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:42 P.M.

