REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRNACH CITY COUNCIL TO BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE WEST BRANCH CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2009


Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.



Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Thomas Youatt, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez and County Commissioner Bev Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 5, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD JULY 28, 2009,WEST BRANCH RETAIL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 15, 2009, OGEMAW HILLS RECREATION DEPT. MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 17, 2009, 2009 STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 22, 2009, 2009 WATER SUPPLY PRECONSTRUCTION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 6, 2009 AND THE SEPTEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Cynthia Scott, from Stevenson Gracik & Co. P.C. was present to present the 


2008-2009 Audit.

MOTION BY SCHIABERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO ACCEPT THE 2008-2009 AUDIT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO ADOPT PROCLAMATION #09-02 AS FOLLOWS:

                                                     CITY OF WEST BRANCH

                                                 MAYORAL PROCLAMATION

At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of West Branch held on Monday, October 19, 2009 at the West Branch City Hall, Mayor Todd Thompson presented the following Mayoral Proclamation:

WHEREAS:       Gene Seidl has been a resident of the West Branch area for 50 years;

                             and

WHEREAS:        Before moving to West Branch, Gene attended and graduated from 

                             Ypsilanti High School where he excelled in swimming,  cross-country,

                             track and football; and

WHEREAS:        In his athletic career at Ypsilanti High School, Gene was a member of 

                              The school’s 1947 state championship 200-yard freestyle relay team, 

                              won a cross-country state title in 1948 and was the Class A state 

                              Champion in the mile run his senior year; and

WHERAS:           Gene went on to compete in cross-country and track at Eastern

                               Michigan University and competed in track, baseball and football at

                               Northern Michigan University; and

WHEREAS:         Following college, Gene had a distinguished career as a seventh and

                              eighth grade math and science teacher at the West Branch-Rose City

                              School District, where he retired in 1991; and

WHEREAS:         During his teaching career, Gene coached high school basketball,

                               track and baseball at the varsity level and football at the junior varsity

                               level, and also serving as head track coach at Ogemaw Heights High

                               School; and

WHEREAS:          Gene was recently inducted into the Ypsilanti High School Hall of

                                Fame;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED that Gene Seidl, through his outstanding athletic and academic career, has brought great credit and recognition to not only himself, but also to the City of West Branch and the West Branch community and, FURTHER BE IT PROCLAIMED that a copy of this Proclamation be presented to Gene in appreciation of his contributions and accomplishments.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO ADOPT PROCLAMATON #09-03 GARY GRUBB AND #09-04 DOUG GREER AS FOLLOWS:

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

PROCLAMATION #09-03


WHEREAS, Gary Grubb was a very dedicated employee of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Gary faithfully worked for the City of West Branch at the Wastewater Treatment Plant from August 1, 1983 through July 31, 2009, and


WHEREAS, Gary brought value to the City of West Branch with his dedicated work habits and knowledge, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council hereby recognizes Gary Grubb for his twenty-six years of employment with the City of West Branch,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby heartily thanks Gary Grubb for his twenty-six years of dedicated service to the City of West Branch at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

CITY OF WEST BRANCH

PROCLAMATION #09-04


WHEREAS, Rodney (Doug) Greer was a very dedicated employee of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Doug faithfully worked for the City of West Branch beginning at the Department of Public Works and moving to the Wastewater Treatment Plant from September 21, 1981 through October 31, 2009, and


WHEREAS, Doug brought value to the City of West Branch with his dedicated work habits, knowledge and ability to supervise at the Wastewater Treatment plant, and


WHEREAS, Doug was flexible and knowledgeable to help the Department of Public Works with snow removal, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council hereby recognizes Doug for faithfully working twenty-eight years for the City of West Branch,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby heartily thanks Rodney (Doug) Greer for his twenty-eight years of dedicated service to the City of West Branch first in his capacity as laborer for the Department of Public Works and later for his supervisor roll at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


County Commissioner Bev Scott presented an update of the County projects


for the City Council.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $129,271.04.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO APPROVE THE EASEMENT FOR OVERHEAD ELECTRIC LINES ON PARCEL #052-205-006-00, 217 N. BURGESS STREET AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE EASEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER TO APPROVE REQUEST FOR PAYMENT FROM PORATH CONTRACTORS INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $26,577.90

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS TO ADJOURN AT 7:50 P.M.

