REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, DPW Superintendent Dennis Jameson, and Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor, Dan Robb

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 7, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD JULY 16, 2013 AND THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 10, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME ADJUSTMENT TO REFLECT 2,000 GALLONS USAGE AT 309 E. HOUGHTON AVE. DUE TO A SERVICE LINE LEAK UNDER THE HOUSE.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE UNITY OF THE LAKES LEASE AGREEMENT ON THE COMMUNITY CENTER FROM OCTOBER 31, 2013 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2014 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported that the MML would have a Newly Elected Officials seminar in West Branch.

Council Member Lucas reported on the EMS ribbon cutting and open house.

Council Member Ehinger noted that the house on the northeast corner of S. Second St. and Wright St. had a lot of junk in the yard.

Manager Youatt informed the Council that the DDA is looking at acquiring the building at 404 W. Houghton Ave. for removal and construction of a parking lot.  He stated that he is having a difficult time finding qualified companies to provide an asbestos inspection.  He noted provisions in the Purchasing Ordinance addressing emergency purchases and sole source vendors.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS SUBMITTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Police Chief Williams reported on a grant for a police vehicle, Halloween bag distribution, part-time crossing guard position, Verizon phone cards, qualifying gun event, and business/home checks.

Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent Robb reported on the DEQ representative, sludge hauling, repair on the digester, lab work for other communities, and a power failure.

DPW Superintendent Jameson reported on paving projects, stump removal at the cemetery, tree planting, black dirt process, water service to the pavilion, cement and brickwork by the 124 N. Fourth St., and a thank you from Sally Rea regarding the historic cemetery walk.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,323.66.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the purchase of a new plow truck.  Council Member Ervans asked whether there was any thought to checking into the used trucks that are for sale in the area.  DPW Superintendent Jameson stated that they are too big of a truck for what we need.  Discussion was held on the life of the stainless steel saltbox.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF A NEW PLOW/BLADE TRUCK THROUGH MIDEAL AT A COST OF $149,480.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SET TRICK OR TREAT FOR OCTOBER 31, 2013 FROM 6 P.M. UNTIL 8 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 6:35 P.M.

