REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Dan Cwayna introduced himself as the new West Branch – Rose City Area Schools Superintendent.  He explained that he is also promoting the COOR ISD millage request that is on the November ballot.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the proposal from Dixon Engineering to inspect the “Smiley” water tower.  They reviewed pictures of the interior of the tower.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT AGREEMENT WITH DIXON ENGINEERING FOR THE “SMILEY” WATER TOWER IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,200 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the Main Street Program and whether to send a letter of interest to move from the Associate Level to the Selected Level.  Manager Youatt noted that a final decision on moving to the Associate Level would have to be made by December 2.  Mayor Thompson felt that it was very important to get as much information to Council prior to the December 2 deadline so that they can make an informed decision regarding the Selected Level.  Council had questions concerning the Main Street Program, which included staffing, financing, expected results, and what this program has done for other communities.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AUTHORIZE MANAGER YOUATT TO SEND A LETTER OF INTENT TO MOVE TO THE MAIN STREET PROGRAM SELECTED LEVEL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 19, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD AUGUST 24, 2011, WBRMC BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD AUGUST 29, 2011, WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 22, 2011, AND THE AUGUST TREASURERS REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Auston Curtis came before Council on behalf of Boy Scout Troop 971 to request a peddler and solicitors permit to sell popcorn from October 15 through October 17.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS & SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM BOY SCOUT TROOP 971 TO SELL POPCORN OCTOBER 15 – 17, 2011. 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS Authority is looking at the possibility of constructing a West Branch station.  He stated that the current building houses both EMS and Transit and the two entities have outgrown the facility.  He noted that EMS/Transit Director Buck has submitted her resignation as Transit Director and the EMS Authority has given notice to the County that they will no longer manage Transit.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported that the MML conference starts tomorrow and that West Branch will be competing for the Community Excellence cup.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that an inspection was conducted at 221 S. Second St.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on a letter that was drafted to the WBRMC Board of Trustees asking that they take a look at affiliating with another hospital.  

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO SEND A LETTER TO THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES ASKING THAT THEY CONSIDER AFFILIATING WITH ANOTHER HOSPITAL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE AUGUST FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $34,719.42.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST TO PLACE THE NAME OF RICHARD J. WERTH ON THE FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO SET TRICK OR TREAT HOURS ON OCTOBER 31, 2011 FROM 6 P.M. – 8 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #11-19


WHEREAS, the West Branch Community Airport Board is recommending an amendment to MDOT Contract No. 2010-0371/A1, and


WHEREAS, the amendment is needed in order to cover higher than anticipated costs associated in the construction of a new terminal building, and


WHEREAS, the local share (Ogemaw County and City of West Branch) is $16,057,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby authorizes Mayor Todd Thompson to sign the amendment to MDOT Contract No. 2010-0371/A1.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the non-exclusive lease agreement with Unity of the Lakes to use the West Branch Community Center.  Eileen Patra was present on behalf of Unity of the Lakes.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE NON-EXCLUSIVE LEASE WITH UNITY OF THE LAKES CONTINGENT UPON A FAVORABLE REVIEW BY THE CITY ATTORNEY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:40 P.M.

