REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 21, 2009 AND SPECIAL MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 30, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH AREA WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETINGS HELD AUGUST 27, 2009 AND SPETEMBER 28, 2009 AND THE SEPTEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported on the annual MML convention.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the water and sewer rates at 7:05 p.m. 

Deb Dantzer, 220 Spruce St., voiced concern over the added cost of purchasing bottled water and the condition of white clothes due to poor water quality.  She was concerned about the increase in rates and the fact that we do not have good water.

Sue Hopkins-Lyndrup, 354 N. Third St., stated that the quality of the water is taking its toll on her appliances.  She also voiced concern about the cost of cleaning products she has to use to take care of the iron deposits.  She also was concerned about the rate increases with the poor water quality.

Mayor Thompson explained that, unfortunately, the rates must be increased prior to good quality water coming through the lines because bond payments are due.  Manager Youatt stated that it is a top priority to get good quality water to the residents.  He noted that the contractors are on a tight schedule to get this accomplished as soon as possible.

Elisabeth Kish, 180 N. Second St., asked if water and sewer mains would be replaced.  Manager Youatt stated that 75-80% of the sewer mains will be repaired or replaced within the next couple of months and we will be looking at doing some water main replacement in the spring.  He explained how both the water and sewer projects were funded and that bids on both projects came in lower than expected.  Ms. Kish was surprised that there would be a charge for no water or sewer usage.  Manager Youatt explained that the usage rates were restructured so the low end user will not pay as great of an increase.  Ms. Kish asked if water and sewer bills would ever be billed monthly.  Manager Youatt explained the added staff time and scheduling difficulties if we went to monthly billings; however, he stated that City has and will continue to work with customers on payment arrangements.  Mayor Thompson stated that if the customers need the City to bill monthly the Council would revisit this option.  Council Member Ervans stated he feels the City should look at this more closely.  Council Member Schaiberger stated he wants to serve the residents and understands their concerns.

No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:20 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #09-05 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CHANGE §52.35 – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE” AND ORDINANCE #09-06 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CHANGE §51.092 – RATES CHARGED TO USER.”

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $99,073.62.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Robert Boddy, representative for Boy Scout Troop 971, was present to request that the Boy Scouts be allowed to sell popcorn door to door on October 17.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW BOY SCOUT TROOP 971 TO SELL POPCORN DOOR TO DOOR ON OCTOBER 17.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

A general discussion was held on water and sewer rates and their impact on the customer.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:30 P.M.

