REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 23, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD AUGUST 27, 2013, THE WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 26, 2013, AND THE SEPTEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors application from Heather, Jessica, and Jacob Chrouch to sell raffle tickets for St. Joseph Catholic School from October through April 26.  Mayor Thompson was concerned about the length of time requested.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO DENY THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM HEATHER, JESSICA, AND JACOB CHROUCH TO SELL RAFFLE TICKETS FROM OCTOBER 2013THROUGH APRIL 26 2014 DUE TO THE TIMEFRAME.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors application from Heather Chrouch on behalf of the Boy Scouts of America Rose City Cub Scout Troop 3975 to sell popcorn door-to-door from September 28 through November 4.  Council Member Ervans voiced concern on the impact this would have on the West Branch Troops.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM HEATHER CHROUCH ON BEHALF OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA ROSE CITY CUB SCOUT TROOP 3975 TO SELL POPCORN DOOR-TO-DOOR FROM OCTOBER 8 THROUGH NOVEMBER 4 CONTINGENT ON VERIFICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH TROOPS THAT THEY WILL NOT BE GOING DOOR-TO-DOOR.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ACCEPT NICOLE ZIMMER’S VERBAL RESIGNATION FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 23, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO GIVE THE CITY MANAGER A 1 ½% PAY INCREASE RETROACTIVE TO JULY 1.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Lawrence

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas invited everyone to the EMS open house on Monday, October 21 from 3 – 7 p.m.  Discussion was held on shingle vs. metal roof at the EMS building.

Discussion was held concerning the outsourcing of laundry service at the hospital.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Heather Chrouch was present to discuss the peddlers and solicitors requests.  Mayor Thompson informed her that the request to sell raffle tickets through April 2014 was denied due to the timeframe.  Discussion was held on the Boy Scouts of America door-to-door popcorn sales.  Ms. Chrouch stated that her application would cover all Boy Scout of America troops.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AMEND THE PREVIOUS MOTION ON THE BOY SCOUT OF AMERICA DOOR-TO-DOOR POPCORN SALES TO INCLUDE ALL BOY SCOUT OF AMERICA TROOPS FROM WEST BRANCH AND ROSE CITY TO SELL FROM OCTOBER 8 THROUGH NOVEMBER 4, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported on the trout habitat restoration meeting with Huron Pines.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $90,899.08.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-23


WHEREAS, Council approved several street improvements after the budget was adopted; and


WHEREAS, Council considered the benefit to the residents of the City of West Branch when approving the N. Seventh St. improvements, and

WHEREAS, these improvements, when approved, were with the understanding that they would be funded through the carry over in Fund 203 (Local Street Fund), 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 203 Local Street Fund as follows:








Budget

Amended

Expenditures

451.000 Construction


801.700 Contractual Services

27,500


47,500

  TOTAL EXPENDITURES
 

29,000


49,000

Excess Expenditures




        0

  
 20,000

Carry Over





334,921

314,921

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE WEST BRANCH CITY POLICE TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR THE 2013 RISK REDUCTION GRANT PROGRAM SPONSORED BY THE MICHIGAN TOWNSHIP PARTICIPATING PLAN FOR AN AMOUNT UP TO $5,000.00 TO BE USED TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF A SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEM W/4 CAMERAS TO BE INSTALLED IN LOCATIONS TO RECORD ACTIVITIES AT THE BUILDINGS AND SURROUNDING AREAS. CAMERAS WILL ALSO BE PLACED SO THEY RECORD ACTIVITY ON THE CITY’S NEW DOWNTOWN RIVER WALK THAT RUNS FROM CITY HALL THROUGH THE DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT.  

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Lawrence

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #1 ON THE NORTH RIVER TRAIL PROJECT, TO APPROVE THE FINAL PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $32,464.59, AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN ALL PAPERWORK PERTAINING TO THE CHANGE ORDER AND THE FINAL PAYMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commission Reetz reported on the PA 511 program, Housing Commission grant, emergency management, USDA grant for new patrol car, and the shooting range meeting.  Council Member Lucas asked about the transit leaving the County to take children to school in Roscommon County at the expense of other County residents.  Discussion followed on what has transpired.

Bob Holbrook asked how the pedestrian walk worked for the river walk.  Manager explained that when activated it serves as a warning to traffic that pedestrians are present and that they should proceed with caution.  Mr. Holbrook presented the Council with an article from another community that is concerned about traffic cameras.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:05 P.M.

