REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 7, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE AUGUST TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the list of nominees for the West Branch Regional Medical Center Board of Trustees.  Council members desired additional time to review the nominees.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO TABLE THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPOINTMENTS.

Yes – Ehinger, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Gay McInerney, Ogemaw County Historical & Genealogical Society, was present to discuss Council’s continued funding for Phase I Historical Preservation.  She gave a brief oral presentation and showed some artifacts from the area.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO FUND THE 2010 PHASE I HISTORICAL PRESERVATION PROGRAM AT THE OGEMAW COUNTY HISTORICAL & GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,300.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the Disc Golf Course that the Ogemaw Hills Recreation Committee is trying to establish.  Council Member Schaiberger stated that a representative from the committee would like to address Council concerning sponsorship of this program.  Council Member Showalter shared information about disc golf.  Additional information can be found at PDGA.org.

Council Member Showalter reported that he just returned from the annual MERS conference and that he will be attending the annual MML conference.

Council Member Lucas reported that he reviewed some sample ORV ordinances and the next step is to get input from Chief Williams and Attorney Juarez.  He also reported that the EMS should be settling their union contract on Thursday.

Mayor Thompson asked that a Charter Communications representative be invited to a Council meeting.  He noted some concerns about channel line up and the placement of the local cable access channel.

Manager Youatt commended the Chamber of Commerce for the beautiful facelift to their building.

Council Member Ervans voiced concern over the recent trimming of trees in the area.  Manager Youatt stated he has addressed this problem and the brush will be picked up soon.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE AUGUST FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $449,741.72.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #10-10

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 6.4 f ENTITLED “ADDITIONAL SIGN REQUIREMENTS WITHIN THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT” OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ZONING ORDINANCE

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  Section 6.4 f entitled “ADDITIONAL SIGN REQUIREMENTS WITHIN THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT” is hereby amended to read:

f. LIGHTING. All lighting must be achieved through floodlights mounted on ground, structure or sign and must be properly shielded. LED signs are prohibited except for gasoline/service station gas pricing signs only.  Electronic moving message display signs are prohibited.   

SECTION 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE DDA/TIF PLAN FOR OCTOBER 18, 2010 AT 6:05 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO SET TRICK OR TREAT HOURS ON OCTOBER 31, 2010 FROM 6 P.M. – 8 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Showalter, Thompson

No – Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT ON LOT 21, WEST BRANCH INDUSTRIAL PARK WEST AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Evans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas asked that Council consider rescheduling the second meeting in November.  Mayor Thompson asked that this be placed on the October 4 agenda.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:01 P.M.

