REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2013

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 9, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW COUNTY STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JULY 23, 2013, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD AUGUST 13, 2013, AND THE AUGUST TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing to review a MSHDA grant application for a NPP Phase III Program at 6:08 p.m.  LeeAnn Fischer, NEHMAH representative and the City’s administrative agent, was present a reviewed the application.  She noted that the funds would be utilized for rental rehabilitation and ADR projects in a target area.  Mayor Thompson voiced concern about rental units rehabilitated with MSHDA dollars and the communication with the tenant.  Council Member Lucas had his questions answered regarding the income guidelines and the rental rates.  Council Member Ervans had his questions answered about the rehab process.  No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:40 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN THE MSHDA GRANT PROGRAM SUMMARY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPOINT SANDY SMITH TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF NICOLE ZIMMER WHO GAVE A VERBAL RESIGNATION.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated Jason Nuttall, a local artist, contacted him voicing his disappointment that he did not have a chance to bid on the downtown mural.  Mayor Thompson reminded everyone of the purchasing ordinance.

MOTIONBY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SEND JASON NUTTALL A LETTER OF APOLOGY FOR OUR OVERSIGHT IN OBTAINING A PRICE FROM HIM ON THE DOWNTOWN MURAL AND ASSURE HIM THAT HE WILL BE INCLUDED IN ALL FUTURE BIDS FOR MURALS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated that the EMS is in their new building and he invited everyone to stop over and take a tour.  He voiced concern about the transit leaving the County and not being available for residents to get to appointment in the County.

Council Member Lawrence asked if Stacy Alley was making her restitution payments.  Manager Youatt stated she is making payments and is close to her expected schedule.

Council Member Showalter reported a trip hazard on the sidewalk in front of 317 W. Houghton Ave.  He reported on the MML Conference he attended in Detroit.

Council Member Ervans asked if Council would consider holding one of our meetings at the West Branch Community Airport.  He will check to see if the Airport meeting room is available on November 4, 2013.

Manager Youatt reported that the EVIP report was submitted.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE AUGUST FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $115,747.40.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FROM HODGINS ASPHALT PAVING INC TO REPAIR THE ASPHALT AT THE INTERSECTION OF N. SEVENTH ST. AND LINDSAY ST. IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,050.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request to purchase a flush mount system for coins and bills to be installed for bulk water purchase.  Council did not feel we should make this purchase at this time and felt it would take too long to recoup our cost for the unit.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:23 P.M.

