REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Timothy Schaiberger

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, DIRECTING ATTORNEY MICHAEL JUAREZ TO SEND A LETTER TO THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION’S ATTORNEY REGARDING AN OUTSTANDING DEBT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 10, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD AUGUST 14, 2012, AIRPORT BOARD MEETINGS HELD AUGUST 15 AND AUGUST 21, 2012, AND THE AUGUST TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jake Trout, Isaac Nelson, and Ryan Orlando came before the Council to request a peddlers and solicitors license for Boy Scout Troop 971 to sell popcorn on September 29.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM BOY SCOUT TROOP 971 TO SELL POPCORN ON SEPTEMBER 29, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the DDA Expansion District at 6:05 p.m.  No one from the audience or the Council wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE DDA EXPANSION DISTRICT AT 6:08 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the Unity of the Lakes lease agreement on the Community Center along with their request to paint the walls at their expense.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE UNITY OF THE LAKES LEASE FOR ONE YEAR TO EXPIRE OCTOBER 31, 2013 AND TO APPROVE THEIR REQUEST TO PAINT THE WALLS A SIMILAR COLOR TO WHAT IS THERE AND THAT THE PAINTING WILL BE AT UNITY OF THE LAKE’S EXPENSE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that the DDA has requested that the Council deed the property known as 312 W. Houghton Ave. to them so they may actively search for someone to purchase the property for a retail business.  He stated that if a purchaser was not found the DDA would look at constructing a pocket park at this location.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO DEED 312 W HOUGHTON AVE TO THE DDA FOR $1.00 WITH THE STIPULATION THAT IF THEY DO NOT SELL IT OR CONSTRUCT A POCKET PARK WITHIN 2 YEARS THE PROPERTY WILL REVERT BACK TO THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from the Retail Merchants to hold a Halloween party in the downtown on October 26, 2012.  Clara Clark was present and stated that not all the plans are set; however, they are looking at using S. Third St.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE CLOSURE OF S THIRD ST AND THE USE OF THE SIDEWALKS FOR THE HALLOWEEN CELEBRATION AND FUNDRAISER EVENT ON OCTOBER 26 FROM 6 P.M. UNTIL 11 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RESUME THE COUNCIL MEETINGS THE 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS OF THE MONTH.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS Authority has advertised for bids on the construction of a new EMS building.  He also gave a copy of the EMS Authority budget to Council for review.

Council Member Lawrence stated that she has received a request to place a “children playing” sign on S. First St.  Council Member Showalter also requested that a “yield” or “hidden intersection” sign be placed on W. Wright by S. Sixth St.  It was also thought a sign that says “cross road does not stop” would also be helpful on S. Sixth St.  Manager Youatt will check into these requests.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE AUGUST FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $47,910.68.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO SET TRICK OR TREAT HOURS ON OCTOBER 31, 2012 FROM 6 P.M. – 8 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from Steve Birnbaum, American Excavating, to help pay for the asphalt on the drive to the water wells and the newly constructed Mid Michigan Medical facility.  Discussion was held on whether there is sufficient funds and the impact this decision has on the overall perception of funds.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM AMERICAN EXCAVATING TO PAY $8,489.25 TOWARD THE PAVING OF THE DRIVE TO THE WATER WELLS AND THE NEWLY CONSTRUCTED MID MICHIGAN MEDICAL FACILITY OFF OF M-30 (COURT ST.).

Yes – Ervans, Showalter

No – Ehinger, Lawrence, Lucas, Thompson

Absent – Schaiberger

Motion did not pass

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the jail, deer park, travel trailer park, transit, annex building, budget, 911, and the Health Department.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO ADJOURN AT 7:00 P.M.

