
REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 
 
Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad 
Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter 
 
Absent:  Council Member Paul Frechette 
 
Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police 
Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez 
 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE 
MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 
15, 2011. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND 
FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WBRMC BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
HELD JULY 11, 2011, EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JULY 14, 2011, AND 
WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD AUGUST 25, 2011. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO REAPPOINT 
TODD THOMPSON AND ROBERT MCGRAIL TO THE MEDICAL ARTS 
CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERMS TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2014. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 



Discussions were held on the reappointments to the WBRMC Board of Trustees 
and the terminology “non-city resident seat” and the search committee to replace 
the CEO.   

 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO REAPPOINT PATRICIA 
BURKHEISER TO THE WBRMC BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERM TO EXPIRE 
JANUARY 1, 2015. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO REAPPOINT J. 
DANIEL STONEBACK TO THE WBRMC BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERM TO 
EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2015. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPOINT TIMOTHY 
SCHAIBERGER TO THE WBRMC BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERM TO EXPIRE 
JANUARY 1, 2015. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – Ervans   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPOINT DR. JAMES 
TAMBS TO THE WBRMC BOARD OF TRUSTEES TERM TO EXPIRE 
JANUARY 1, 2015. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 



MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE 
REQUEST FROM HEATHER ORLANDO TO CONDUCT A 5K RUN FOR 
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS ON SEPTEMBER 17, 2011.  
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE 
EARLEEN FOX MEMORIAL 5K WALK TO PROMOTE BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS ON OCTOBER 1, 2011. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO POSTPONE THE 
HEARING ON 221 S. SECOND ST. UNTIL AN INTERIOR INSPECTION IS 
CONDUCTED ON THE HOUSE. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPOINT 
AUTUMN HUNTER TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2013 AND ROBERT 
DACK TO THE DDA TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2012. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Discussion was held on the Fabulous Fridays and the vendors that park their 
wagons in the parking spots.  It was the consensus that the vendors obtain 
permission from Council according to the Peddlers and Solicitors ordinance. 
 
Council Member voiced concern over the amount of vehicles and other items 
stored in the yard at 135 S. Second St. 



*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Council Member Ehinger asked to be excused from the September 19 and 
October 3 Council meetings. 

 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO EXCUSE COUNCIL 
MEMBER EHINGER FROM THE SEPTEMBER 19 AND THE OCTOBER 3 
COUNCIL MEETINGS. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – Lucas, Schaiberger  Absent – Frechette  Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Council Member Schaiberger encouraged Council Members to attend an Ogemaw 
County Commissioners meeting. 
 
Council Member Ervans questioned the moving of a light pole on N. Second St.  
Manager Youatt will check into this. 
 
Council Member Lucas reported on the EMS Authority meeting. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE 
THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,605.75. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE 
FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-18 
 
 WHEREAS, USDA has approved the preapplication for a grant for a new 
police patrol vehicle, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of a new police patrol vehicle is estimated at $31,653, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the preapproved grant funding is $14,000, and 



 WHEREAS, the City of West Branch will set aside its share of the new police 
patrol vehicle in the amount of $17,653, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City 
Council hereby authorizes Officer Ken Walters to file a formal application to the 
USDA for a new police patrol vehicle, and 
 
 FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby 
authorizes Mayor Todd Thompson and/or Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant to sign all 
documents pertaining to this grant. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Council reviewed the letter from the Ogemaw Commission On Aging stating that 
they will no longer need the Page Street Senior Center after September 30.   

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 
7:05 P.M. 
 
 
 


