REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and County Commissioner Bruce Reetz

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 21, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 27, 2012, OGEMAW COUNTY STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 27, 2012, WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JANUARY 17, 2013, AND THE ANNUAL POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Alyson Wood was present to request approval of a route for a 2-mile fun run/walk to be held on July 6, 2013.  She stated that the funds would go to benefit the Ogemaw Area Swim Club Pool.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE 2 MILE FUN RUN/WALK ON JULY 6, 2013 TO BENEFIT THE OGEMAW AREA SWIM CLUB POOL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Lucas Albright, 400 State St. requesting a one-time reduction on his water/sewer bill due to an unexplained high usage.  Mayor Thompson asked if it was determined what had occurred.  Clerk/Treasurer Tennant stated it was not determined and the usage has gone back to normal.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO GRANT A ONE-TIME REDUCTION ON THE WATER/SEWER ACCOUNT AT 400 STATE ST. TO REFLECT A 12,000 GALLON USAGE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the Right-of-Way Telecommunications Permit from TWD Communications to lay cable on State St. and N. First St.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE RIGHT-OF-WAY TELECOMMUNICATIONS PERMIT FROM TWD COMMUNICATIONS PENDING PAYMENT OF THE $500 FEE AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN THE PERMIT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

PROCLAMATION #13-01

APRIL 2013 IS SOCIAL HOST AWARENESS MONTH


WHEREAS, adults who provide alcohol to those below the legal drinking age of 21 are placing those youth at risk for health, safety and legal problems, and


WHEREAS, alcohol kills 6.5 times more young people than ALL other illicit drugs combined, and usage among teens often accompanies traffic fatalities, suicides, unprotected sex, drug use, and other high risk behaviors and illegal activity, and alcohol is a factor in the four leading causes of death amount persons ages 10-24:  motor vehicles crashes, unintentional injuries, homicide and suicide; and


WHEREAS, alcohol use by young people is dangerous, not only because of the risks associated with acute impairment, but also because of the threat to their long-term development and well-being, including damage to the memory and learning centers of the brain, which does not stop developing until the age of 25, and


WHEREAS, Michigan ranked 16th in the percentage of alcohol consumed by underage youth (with one being the highest), and


WHEREAS, in Michigan, it is estimated that underage alcohol use costs the citizens of Michigan $2.1 billion, translating to a cost of $2,084 per year for each youth or $3.18 per drink consumed underage, and underage drinkers consumed 16.5% of all alcohol sold in Michigan, and


WHEREAS, one hundred percent of any alcohol consumed by a minor came from an adult.  At one time, an adult over the age of 21 was in control of the alcohol and a minor gained access to it, and


WHEREAS, it is illegal for adults to knowingly allow their child’s friends to drink alcohol in their home, even with the permission of the friends’ parents, and adults have the authority and should have the responsibility to take steps to reduce the likelihood that their homes will become venues for underage drinking, and


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, we, the West Branch City Council of Ogemaw County does hereby proclaim that April 2013 is Social Host Awareness Month.  We also call upon all parents, citizens, homeowners and property owners to host gatherings responsibly and take measures to eliminate access of alcohol to persons under the age of 21.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO SCHEDULE THE FIRST BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING IN MARCH TO BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. AND TO SCHEDULE ALL MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVIEW TO TAKE PLACE IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N. FOURTH ST.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger reported on what the West Branch Regional Medical Center does for the community, he reported the number of employees they have, and the services they provide.  Discussion was held in regard to affiliation.

Council Member Ervans asked if any progress had been made on the blight situations.  Manager Youatt stated he would put together a timeline.

Council Member Ervans asked if the noon whistle needed to go off every day or could this be changed to monthly.

Council Member Lawrence stated that a patient at West Branch Regional Medical Center was not allowed to shower in the hospital because of low water pressure.  Member Schaiberger and Manager Youatt will check into this problem.

Council Member Lawrence stated that the “Slow, Children Playing” sign had not been installed by the park yet.  Manager Youatt will check on this sign.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO REMOVE THE “10 MINUTES” PARKING SIGN IN THE FIRST PARKING SPOT ON S. SECOND ST. ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE STREET AND TO INSTALL A HANDICAP PARKING SIGN IN THIS LOCATION.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Thompson

Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $80,561.68.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #13-03


WHEREAS, Jane Tennant is requesting that she be allowed to purchase additional years of service through the Municipal Employees Retirement System, and


WHEREAS, Ms Tennant has stated that she will pay the total cost to buy the additional years of service, and


WHEREAS, she is allowed to use her ICMA-RC funds to purchase the additional years of service,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby permits Jane Tennant to purchase 2 years and 7 months of additional credited service at her own expense by using her ICMA-RC funds.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO TABLE THE UNIFORM CONTRACT AND BID OUT THE SERVICE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Reetz reported on the Wirtz Warriors, EDC, 911, jail, grant for remonumentation, IT position, Wellhead Protection, and EMS meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 6:55 P.M.

___________________________


_____________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor



Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  February 18, 2013

